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HE Sunday School Times offers you a high grade 

I + of co-operation through its carefully scrutinized 

advertisements. But co-operation means acting 

jointly. Have you done your part by reading and 
using the eivertising columns Pee ; 








cots His Gift of Service Rare 
: By Sarah E. Loucks 


ID the long, slow-trailing hours 
When days and nights of pain 
Like clouds, gray-clad, pass shadowy 
In weary, irksome train, 
The faint heart sometimes falters — 
« My Father, tell me why 
These hands that long to serve Thee 
Must here in quiet lie? 
— These feet that fain wonld hasten 
On errands swift for Tiiee - 
Must leave those tasks to others? 
Hast Thou no part for me?”’ 


Soft through the silent stillness, 
: Between the pulse of pain, 
z The love-throbs of the Father 
Surge strong with joyous strain ; 
He heeds with loving patience 
My yearning heart-distress ; 
His voice of comfort answers 
Like soothing, soft caress — 
“* My child, if thou wouldst serve Me 
I give thee service rare— 
Be thou as watchman-— stationed 
At the Mercy Seat in prayer.” 


‘ 










A Second Chance? _ 
. Is there a “second chance,” after this life, for 
those who k not received Christ as Saviour? At 
» | one Ve Life Conferences last summer a 
were discussing this question. 
j: one of the conference peers, 
> im and said to them: 
8, y I ask zh fas remember this : 
oe Eternity k fol ae 
Word. During this life “the 
Pei ¢ Church] say, Come. . 
him take the water of life 
ea Ged’s Word: “We then as 
with him, beseech you also.that ye 






























































hee of God in yain. (For he saith, 
n a time acc: and in the day of 
ccoured thee : behold, now a3 the 























now is the day of salvation)” 





2: Cor. 6: And then, in tragic contrast with 

freely ee, gift of salvation in Christ stands 
re record and prophecy, in the-same Word of God, 
concerning those who will not accept their opportunity 
of this life, for “whosoever was not found written in 
the book of life was cast into the lake of fire” (Rev. 


20: 15). 
an 
Training Not Enough 


Hew can we be true to our best? The answer is 
the secret of success. An American business man, 
Charles M. Schwab, was recently asked for “a for- 
mula for personal achievement.” His gtyly hieie. “If 
you can train yourself to be true to what you believe is 
best in life . hat advice is and well 
meant, bat 4 hae 9 Cel eee o> Sane can 
ra train himself. Being i to what one believes 
1S t is never training, education, 
by self-discipline, or by any other form fo graces en- 
deavor. It can come : by, faith, never by works. 
Christ as Saviour is the only solution. If you would 
do what you believe is best, then “Marvel not that I 
said unto thee, Ye must be born again.” Having re- 
ceived Christ as Saviour, and* having experienced the 
new birth by the Holy Spirit, a man receives super- 
natural power to be true to what he knows is best. 
Without Christ he is impotent to.do this. But he can 
“do all things through Christ which strengtheneth” 
him (Phil. 4: 13). 

oe 


When the Spirit Asserted His Presidency 
It was by an act of judgment that the Holy 
Spirit asserted his presidency over the young Apos- 
tolic Church. The Holy Spirit is usually gentle. He 
was symbolized ee a dove at the baptism of our Lord. 
He “broods,” over her young ones, as at 
the Creation. We “think of the Spirit as “wooing” the 
erring sinner to be born again, and the Prodigal Son 
to return to the Father's house. He “loveth” even 


to jealousy those of God’s children who are compro- 
pr yy Maitre the world. But he struck dead Amanias 
and que for ze, keeping back part of Pn price and 
lying to H He is erson —one of the Godhead 
— and aitieouads Peter was the human presiding offi- 
cer over the early Church, the Holy Spirit is the real 
President, the Bishop and Convener and Moderator of 
all groups of the body of Christ. As he first asserted 
this right to be the Leader, “great fear” fell upon all 
those who believed. He "shook a house, the place 
where the Christians were -assembled together ; 7 
shakes the living temples by this act of judgment. 
was an illustrative punishment to show God's hatred 
of all trifling and insincerity in our Christian service. 
Did Paul have something of this thought in mind when 
he said, “Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, 
we persuade men”? 


a 
Let God Make the Love Match 


Real love matches ought to be made.in heaven. 
All too often it is ambiticus mothers who make love 
matches. But love matches ought to be made as was 
arranged the union between Isaac and Rebecca, in 
which angels played a part. Not so familiar to us is 
the love match between Jehosheba and Jehoida. It is 
said that this marriage is the only incident in Scrip- 
ture of a royal princess marrying a high priest. 
wished to circumvent Satan, who was trying to break 
the Davidic line from which the Messiah was to spring, 
and therefore God needed to have a princess in the 
royal palace who could save a baby from slaughter, 
as Jehosheba saved Joash when Athaliah had attempted 
to massacre all the seed royal. And God needed ‘for 
this ‘princess one who should be wife of a hi gh priest, 
and who could hide that rescued baby in Ged’s temple 
—the very safest place for him, as the national wor- 
ship had been transferred from God’s to Baal’s tem- 
ple. It is not too much to say that God has purposes 
for the bringing in. of His kingdom through every 
union of young believers which is brought about by 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 


Is the Simple Gospel Sufficient for All? 


HE Christian need not be one whit less up-to- 
date in his defense and justification of his faith 
in Jesus Christ as the Bearer of his sin than the 
most “progressive” and philosophical thinkers of our 
time. A stream of modern thought, for example, that 


' has tended to dissolve Christian truth into mere experi- 


ence is the science of psychology. Psychology says 
that religions form themselves out of the needs of 
men, and are based upon those needs as they change 
with each stage of civilization. But here is a weapon 
for the Christian, and not a new one either. Chris- 
tianity is true because Christ fully satisfied the deep- 
est needs of men. 

In partictdar, the Christian doctrine that Jesus bore 
our sins in his death on the cross, that “the Lord hath 
laid on him the rapes of us all,” that Jesus was 
“the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of 
world,” that “he hath, made him to be sin for us, who 
knew no sin,”—this truth of a real atonement for 
sin made by Jesus on the cross satisfies a need of the 
human heart that can be satisfied by no other teach- 

about Jesus. This need is just that of knowing 
that God himself has disposed of our sins, 
they have already actually been borne by some 
one else, upon whom they were laid by the Father. 

There is an ineradicable tendency in men to be- 
lieve that somewhere an@ sometime sin has to be suf- 
fered for. It is a fundamental and right instinct of 
our nature. All the queer aberrations we see in Ro- 

man Catholicism and in Hinduism are so many evi- 
Gentes OF the need felt by men of expiating their sins. 


‘The only religion that satisfies this longing is the re-. 


ligion of the crucified Christ. It draws away man’s 
attention from what he thinks he can do to i improve or 
save himself, and focuses it on what God in Christ 
did for him. And then it directs this energy that 
was formerly misapplied in attempts to do the im- 
possible, and uses it in the new Ufe in Christ. 

Only so can man find peace. His seli-life can never 





give him peace, and his self-life is what dominates un- 
til it is crucified with Christ who og for him. “I am 
crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; fe not I, 
but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live 
in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who 
loved me, and gave himself. for me.” Here there is 
and nowhere else. “Come unto me, all ye that 
ur and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am 
meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto 
your souls.” The Lord Jesus was not speaking of 
himself simply as the teacher of ‘moral and scene 
truth, but of all that he was going to be, the Sav- 
iour of the world by his expiatory death on the cross. 
The blood of Jesus gives us peace and rest. Nothing 
else can. 

This truth is adapted to the simplest minds. The 
Sunday School Times recently told of an old Chinese 
woman who was being examined for church-member- 
ship. “Who was Jesus ?” ’ asked the missionary. 

“Jesus died for me.’ 

“How did he die?” 

“I don’t know.” 

“Who were Jesus’ disciples ?” , 

“I don’t remember. I can’t read.” 

The deacons then spoke up, saying that the old 
woman was one of the most faithful, coming to sery- 
ices regularly, though living three miles away, and giv- 
ing money when possible. Formerly she had a ter- 

rible temper, but since her conversion she had become 
kind-hearted and patient, and everybody in the neigh- 
borhood knew about it. The missionary questioned 
her about her prayer life, and found it very real. 
Of facts she knew hardly any, except the one import- 
ant fact that Jesus had died for her. With this one 
fact she was a new creature in Christ Jesus. 

“Yes,” say some people to-day, “that is just it; this 
old-fashioned Gospel of yours is adapted to the sim- 
ple; untutored minds that know nothing about history 
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or science or philosophy, but for that very reason it 
is not adapted to the mind trained in modern thought, 
and if educated people are to accept it, it must be re- 
adapted for them.” 

Now let us be careful just here. There are a good 
many very simple truths that are just as true and 
just as necessary for the intelligent as for the unin- 
telligent. Such, for example, as that two plus two 
makes four, and that two things cannot occupy the 
same space at the same time. These are foundation 
truths, and sufficiently intelligible to the most ignor- 
ant. Yet a trained mathematician could tell you very 
astonishing things about the nature of numbers, and 
of all the infinitesimally small quantities that go to 
make up the integer two. He could reveal a whole 
world of hidden, and, for you, almost unintelligible 
truth about these numbers. But. it. would not change 
the simple fact for him that two plus two makes four. 
In the same way, the trained theologian understands 
a great many implications of the truth that Christ died 
for°us, and the big books on theology seem very com- 
plicated and far away to the man on the street; but 
the most profound thinker does not really get beyond 
or out of reach of the simple fact that Christ died for 
him and for all the rest of mankind. 

We do not need to change Christian truth in order 
to adapt it to educated minds, we only need to unfold 
it and relate it to all that interests these minds. It 
will be absolutely the same truth that saves them as 
that which saves the ignorant pagan. And at bottom 
its expression will be the same. If a man finds that 
he cannot accept the Gospel of the cross, the trouble is 
not with the Gospel, but with him. If a man cannot 
say from the bottom of his heart with no mental res- 
ervations and interpretations, “Christ bought me with 
his blood, Christ bore my sins on the cross,’ it is not 
his intelligence nor his education that is hindering him, 
but simply his sin and his pride. There are plenty of 
well-educated men who believe the simple Gospel, just 
as there are also plenty of ignorant men who reject it. 
In all cases there is only one reason for rejecting it. 
That reason is neither education nor ignorance, but 
always and only sin. 

The writer knows whereof he speaks, for he has 
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passed from one side to the other. About fifteen years 
ago he really found Christ as his Saviour, and he 
consecrated himself to the foreign mission field. But 
the process of relating the new. truth to his knowl 
edge was too much for him, and the central. fact of 
the Gospel was more or less lost sight of, and at times 
even denied in substance. After an unusual delay 
he reached the mission field. He had already. experi- 
enced the failure of a “modernized” theology to ac- 
complish results in his ministry in the homeland. In 
Mexico he came into far closer. contact with hideous 
sin, and at the same time with converts of very sim- 
ple faith in Jesus. 

Their prayers touched his heart and brought him 
back to his original insight, now made far deeper and 
more intelligent. When he says “their prayers,” 
he does not mean their prayers for him, but simply 
their way of expressing themselves in prayer, espe- 
cially at the. close, when very often they say, “We 
ask all these things, O God, not because of our merits, 
for we have none, but because of the merits of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” He stemed to see through a 
window into their souls, and to understand for the 
first time how men long to know that their debt has 
been fully paid, that their sins have already been borne, 
that there is nothing that they have to do to be saved, 
that they simply have to accept with simple faith and 
gratitude what Jesus did for them on the cross, and 
that he will do the rest for them and in them. 

This is the writer’s Gospel now. He is in the moun- 
tains of southernmost Mexico, in absolutely pioneer 
work among simple, uneducated people. He is ob- 
liged to preach, so far, through an interpreter. But 
many are already grasping the message of the loye 
of God in Jesus, and are being transformed. And this 
simple méssage is just as much adapted to himself, 
a college and seminary man: educated in modern science 
and philosophy, whose father and brother are both 
well-known research chemists in the United States, 
as it is to his Indian brothers in Mexico, many of 
whom cannot even read or write. “But God forbid 


that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucifiedeunto me, 
and I unto the world.” 





The Science League of America - 


I am sending you a clipping from a recent daily 
newspaper giving an account of the formation of the 
new Science League of America, in’ San Francisco, in 
November. 

They announce it as a campaign to combat the efforts 
of Fundamentalists to keep the teaching, of the theory 
of organic evolution out of the public schools. The 
Fundamentalists of this coast are not formally organ- 
ized for any such efforts as they are accused of by 
this new League of Science, 

It seems to me they are trying to create an atmos- 
phere of hostility under the guise of defense, such as 
Germany tried to create among her people before the 
War by excusing her military program on the ground 
of hostile nations surrounding her, thus hiding the 
real spirit and purpose of her preparations. 

I confess it makes me sit up and think seriously, 
prayerfully, and circumspectly on the inevitable divis- 
ion that is coming. Many already wavering between 
Modernism and the “faith once delivered,” when they 
see that array of talent that has dug into the secrets 
of nature’s processes or rather of God’s laws, have 
wrought through them almost miracles in the field ‘of 
science and the development of material good, will no 
lenger hesitate to aily themselves With that side that 
openly declares it has all the “organized wisdom” of 
the world at its command and openly sneers at the “or- 
ganized ignorance” of the Fundamentalists. 

The speech of Luther Burbank was radioed all over 
notthern California at least. I do not know how much 
farther. The battle is on, but we know Whom we have 
believed, and while the faith of some may be over- 
thrown, “the foundations of. God -standeth sure, hav- 
ing this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his.” 

I thank God every day for The Sunday School Times. 
To my mind it is the greatest religious journal of the 
day, and it stands to me for everything that is sanest 
and best in the interpretation of the Word of God. 
Thank you again and again—A California Reader. 


From the California newspaper clipping sent by this 
reader the following extracts are made, that readers 
of The Sunday School Times may know of this latest 
move of organized science against the Word and the 
Faith (the italics are the Editor’s) : 


“A campaign to combat the work of the Funda- 
mentalists in their efforts to keep teaching of the 
theory of organic evolution out of the schools was 
launched at a meeting in San Francisco last night’ held 
by the newly organized Science League of America, 
which includes on its advisory board. Professor Har- 
old Heath of the Stanford Zoology Department and 
Dr. David Starr Jordan, Chancellor Emeritus of Stan- 
ford. Other members of the advisory board are Luther 
Burbank, Dr. Edgar L, Hewett, William Kent, and 
Captain P. J. See,’ .The president and organizer is 
Maynard Shipley’ Conrad Byron is secretary. The 





meeting was held in Native Sons’ Hall, and was at- 
tended by about eighteen hundred persons, including 
many scientists and scholars. 

“John D. Barry, whe acted as chairman of the meet- 
ing, said: ‘We want those opposed to evolution to 
have a chance to speak. We ask not favoritism, but 
fairness for evolution. We believe evolution is one 
of God’s laws.’ 

_ “Dr. William E. Ritter, president of Science Serv- 
ice, spoke on the topic, ‘What is at stake in the effort 
to forbid evolution?’ He gave a sketch of the de- 
velopment of science since the publication of the 
‘Origin of Species’ in 1859. ‘Man’s destiny is in his 
own hands in a sense we had not suspected before,’ 
he said. ‘It iseman’s right to choose between a more 
noble future or one more ignoble. We must have a 
confidence in the natural that will not leave room for 
one jot or tittle of faith in the supernatural ../ ° 

“Luther Burbank was given an evation when he 
rose. He. said: ‘Progress {s dependent on science. 
Science is proving that the World is not half dead; 
every atom is alive. As we mount higher there :is 
more play for choice. Man is far from freedom, a 
slave to war and ignorance. Science is the savior 
of mankind. It has opened our minds to the vastness 
of the universe, and freed us from fears. There is no 
personal or national salvation, except throngh science. 
Religion is concerned with the feelings. Feelings are 
all right, if one does not get drunk on them. Prayer 
is elevating, if combined. with work. Those who legis- 
late against evolution should also legislate against 
gravity, and the unreasonable velocity of light, and 
should add a clause. forbidding the microscope .and 
the telescope and other instruments for the discovery 
of truth.’ 

“Mr. Shipley’s topic was in answer to Mr. Bryan: 
‘The Science League of America is a non-sectarian, 
non-political organization to combat the Fundamental- 
ists. The league’s primary aim is to keep evolution in 
the public school and to keep the book of Genesis as 
@ counter-explanation of man’s origin out. As soon 
as funds are available, we shall invade the Fundamental- 
ists’ stronghold in Southern California and go on to 
every threatened state. The Fundamentalists already 
claim eleven states. We aim to follow them and offset 
the misrepresentations of Mr. Bryan. We say to him, 
“You shall not erucify mankind upon your cross of 
bigotry. You shall not place the crown of ignorance 
upon the brow of childhood.” We concede the right of 
every individual to cherish any creed which may ap- 
peal to him. But we say, “Hands off our public 
schools.” * : 
* “The Rev. C. S. Mundell of Oakland told of his 
work as a boy evangelist in the South, his opposition 
to evolution, and his final conversion to it. ‘Now nine 
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. 
out of ten Congregational ministers are evolutionists,’ 


he said. “The teachings are assumed in our theological : 
schools?” : 


The italicized sentences in this brief report 
are frank and significant. < These belie is 





! : lievers in evolu- a 

tion have thrown off any mask of “theism” or “evan- 

gelical Christianity.” Complete rejection of the super- 

natural God of the Bible and of His supernatural 

works is openly declared; Genesis has no place in the } 

enlightened school; and science, not Jesus, is the sav- } 

ior of mankind. ) 
The sadness and tragedy.of an open move of this 

sort, Im organizing science; is that undoubtedly it rep- 

resents the great majority of recognized scientists 

and educationists in the civilized world to-day. Those is 

true scientists like Dr. Howard A; Kelly who com- 

mand the -respect of their colleagues, while at. the 

same time publicly testifying to the faith in the whole 

Word of God and in the shed blood of Christ as the 

only way of salvation, are few and far between. The 

inspired words of Paul in his two letters to young 

Timothy are sorely needed by the youth and students 

of to-day: “Keep that which is committed to thy trust, 

avoiding profane and vain babblings, and oppositions 

of science falsely so called, which some professing have 

erred concerning the faith . . . ever learning, and 

never able to come to a knowledge of the truth.” 


a”. 
Does Prayer Really Change Things? ; 


I wish to ask a question about a cartoon which ap- 

peared in The Sunday School Times. The picture rep- 

resents a woman praying on the bank, a cord pass- 

ing about her waist and attached to her son who is 

about to plunge over the precipice to ruin. “The idea- 

is that it is the prayer of the mother that is saving 

the son from ruin. — i 
Now what I wish to ask is, if this son would be lost F 

if the mother neglected to pray? Doesn’t the Lord 

love this son just as much as his mother does? Why 

would the Lerd save him when the mother prayed if 

He didn’t save him if the mother did not pray? Sup- 

pose the son did not know his mother was praying, 

thus the knowledge of her prayers would have no ef- 

fect upon his mind and could not be counted as a re- 

straining influence. What I cannot understand is, 

why the Lord would save the son because of his 

mother’s prayers, and wouldn’t save him if the mother 

did not pray. Can you give me any. light?—A Mother. 





“Prayer Changes Things,” is the title of a little 
book. that has been greatly blessed to many. Does its 
title declare a truth or a falsehood? 

“If ye shall ask anything in my name,” said the 
Lord Jesus, “I will do it.” Again, “If ye abide in me, 
and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, 
and it shall be done unto you.” 

Now what do these and countless other urgent exhor- 
tations to pray, which we find throughout the Word 
of God, really mean? Do they mean that God is going 
to do everything he asks us to pray for, anyway, 
whether we pray or not, and that he simply wants us 
to pray for our own good, knowing all the while that 
it will make no difference to any one else? Is prayer 
just a healthy form of spiritual calisthenics, a sort of 
mystical “Daily Dozen” that will help to keep our spir- 
itual life in good condition and tone up our altruistic 
outlook? -If so, then the only real reason why I should 
ever pray is to get good from it for myself. 

But that theory of prayer needs only to be stated 
to have its hollowness and unscripturalness exposed. 
If indeed that were all there is to prayer, the Father 
and the Son would be mocking men in their loving en- 
treaties that we should pray. When the Lord ssays, 
“If ye ask, I will do,” he plainly means, “If ye will 
not ask, I cannot do.” For when God ordained prayer 
as ‘a method and a principle in -the’lives of his chil- 
dren, he chose to limit himself by our prayers. Scrip- 
ture is filled with evidence of this.. It is a great mys- 
tery, but it is an equally great fact. 

The Scriptures and Christian experience show over- 
whelmingly that God changes things because men pray. 
When Peter was in prison, the narrative of his super- 
natural deliverance is introduced by the words, “but 
prayer was made without ceasing of the church unto 
God for him.” And in present-day life God’s people 
can testify to the many changes that have occurred in 
both the temporal and the spiritual circumstances of 
others, — perhaps on the other side of the world, —in 
answer to prayer. 

The questions this mother raises about God’s love 
and care and knowledge and omnipotence are not for 
His children to ask or answer. They are mysteriés 
not yet revealed to us. But God has r@geaied his long- 
ing will “that ‘men ought always to 4 not to 
faint.” There is no shadow of_do 
Christian mother will meet her boy i 
she prayed for him. 

Does. this put a solemn responsibi 
be true to our prayer-stewardship? 
joyous responsibility, too. For God 
whatever we ask in Christ’s na 
‘will. With Samuel let us say, “M 
God forbid that I should sin agaiy 
ing to pray for you” (1 Sam. 12 
“In nothing be anxious; but in 
and supplication with Sgt 
be made known unto God” (P 





















































































































Ribs tet Jomtulry AE's’ 
Matthew 25 : 31-46 
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Have men the right to interpret the Bible 
as they please ? 











Teacher ‘aad : Biblical Facts ) 


By J. Gresham: Machen, D.D. cix.geni'Prinction “Theological Seminary 





























hard time. The old-fashioned notion of reading a 
book’ of hearing a lecture and simply storing up in 
the mind what the book or the lecture contains — this 
is regarded as entitely out of date. The other day 
I heard a noted educator give some advice to a com- 
pany of college professors. It-is-a great mistake, he 
said, to suppose* that a college professor ought to 
teach; on the contrary he ought simply to give the 

students an opportunity to learn. Pah aa 
f © This pedagogic theory has been having its natural 
result; it has joined forces with’ the-natural indolence 
{ of youth to produce in present-day education a very 
lamentablé decline: ~The decline has not perhaps been 
universal; in the sphere of the physical sciences, for 
example, the acquisition of facts is not: regarded as 
altogether out of date. But in the spheres of literature 
anid history, and still more in that of language-study, 
the tendency is perfectly plain.. An outstanding fea- 
ture of contemporary education in these departments 
is the growth of ignorance; pedagogic ‘theory and the 

growth of ignorance have gone harid in hand. 

' ~ The undergraduate student is being told that he need 
not take notes on what he hears in class, that the ex-. 
-. ercise of the memory is a rather childish and mechan- 
~ ical thing, and that what he is really in college to do 
is to think for himself and ‘tc. unify his world. He 
usually makes a poor business of unifying his ‘world. 
And the reason is clear: He does not succeed in unify- 
ing his world for the~ simple reason that he has no 
world to unify..~He has not acquired a°knowledge of 


: 
| |: THE sphere of education, facts are -having a 








a sufficient number of facts in°order éven to “learn the~ 


method of putting facts together. He is being told to 
practise the business of mental digestion; but the 
trouble is that he-has no food to digest. The modern 
student, coritrary-to ‘what is: often said, is really being 
starved for want of facts. 
But if that condition prevails in the sphere of gen- 
eral education it is tenfold worse in the sphere of the 
Christian religion and in the sphere of the Bible. Bible’ 
classes to-day often avoid a study of the contents of 
the Bible as they would avoid pestilence or disease. 
But sureli ‘that tendency should be resisted. It does 
seem to me—hopelessly out of date as it may~be 
regarded--that the first function of the Biblical 
teacher is to impart a simple knowledge of what the 
Bible contains. Discussion may come later, but the 
first thing is to let the Bible—the whole Bible, not 
an expurgated Bible—the first thing is to let ‘the 
| Bible speak for itself. . 
The Abandonment of Historical Method 
A generation or so ago this notion of letting the 
Bible speak for itself, or at least letting the individual 
Biblical ‘writers speak for themselves, was exalted 
to the dignity of a pringiple. The principle was called 
E “grammatico-historical exegesis.” The fundamental 
_fiotion of it- was that the modern student should dis- 
tinguish sharply between what he would have said or 
what: he- would have liked to have the Biblical: writer 
say, and what the writer actually did say. The latter 
question- only was regarded as forming the subject- 
matter of exegesis: 
~ This- principle, >in —America,-is rapidly: being aban- 
doned. -It is not being abandoned in theory; lip-serv- 
~ ice is still being paid to it. But it is being abandoned 
in fact.--It is being abandoned by the most eminent 
scholars. - 
It is-abandoned by Professor Goodspeed, for exam- 
ple,-when- in his- translation of the-New. Testament he 
translates dikaioo, “justify,” by “make upright.” I 
confess that it is not without regret that I should see 
the doctrine of-justification by faith, which is the foun- 
dation. of “evangelical liberty, thus removed: from the 
New Testament; it is not without regret that I sould 
abandon the: whole of the Reformation and return with 
Professor Goodspeed to the merit-religion of the Mid- 
dle Ages. j 
But the point that I am now making is not that 
Professor Cnedepeaits translation is unfortunate be- 
cause it involves—as it certainly does — religious 
retrogresgiameet because it involves an abandonment 
of bic PB thod in exegesis. It may well be that 
“Gw a sinful man may become “right 
'O4 not interest the modern translator; 
Hh storian must certainly admit that it 
MBAnostle Paul. And the translator of 
be true to his trust, place the em- 
placed it and not where the trans- 
shed it placed. 
he case of Paul is true also in the 
dern writers have abandoned the 




























































































they could have wished that 
question what- Jesus actually 

















zion — The Reconstruction of 








approach.. They persist in con- © 


the most popular récent. books. 


Religion by Professor Ellwood—I came upon the 
following amazing assertion. “Jesus,” the author says, 
“concerned himself but little with the question of ex- 
istence after death!”’4- In the presence of such as- 
sertions any student of history may well stand aghast. 
It may ‘be that. we do not make much of the ine 
of'a future life, but the question whether Jesus did 
so is not a matter of taste but an historical. question 
which can be answered only’on the basis of an exam- 
intation of the sources of historical information, which 
we call the Gospels. 

And the result of such examination is perfectly 
plain.. As a matter of fact, not only the thought of 
heaven but also the thought of hell runs all through 
the teaching of Jesus. It appears in all four-of the 
Gospels; it appears in the sources, supposed to underly 
the Gospels, which -have been reconstructed, rightly 
or wrongly, by modern criticism. It imparts, to the 
ethical ‘teaching of Jesus its. peculiar earnestness. It 
is not an element which can be removed ‘by any critical 
process but simply suffuses the whole of Jesus’ teach- 
ing and Jesus’ life. “And fear not them which kill 


the body, but are not able to kill the soul; but rather 


fear him which is able to destroy both: soul and bod: 
in hell.” “It is good for thee to enter into life with 
one eye rather than having two eyes to -be cast into 


the Gehenna of fire” — these words até not an excres-- 


cence in Jesus’ teaching but are quite at the center 
of the whole. 

At any rate if you are going to remove the thought 
of a future life from the teaching of Jesus, if you are 
going to reject the prima facie evidence,“you can ‘do 
so only by a critical groundin 
And my point is that that critical “grounding is now 
usually thought to be quite unnecessary.. Modern 
American writers simply attribute their own predilec- 





1 Ellwood, The Reconstruction of Religion, 1922, p. 141. 


of: your procedure. 


’ mean that six nines are a hundred 





ten pw away almost at the end of a magazine 
entitled with unconscious irony ‘‘ Christian 
Education”’ is the address by Professor Machen 
which The Sunday School Times gladly gives to 
its readers as its contributed leader this week. 


**Christian Education’’, is the organ of the 
Council of Church Boards of Education in 
the United States of America, representing the 
various evangelical Protestant denominations, 
but sadly misrepresenting their historic creeds 

‘and the true Church of Christ. Its Decem- 
ber issue is devoted to the annual Conference 
of the National Association of Biblical Instructors 
held at Columbia University, New York, in De- 
cember of 1923. 

The President of this Association is Professor 
Charles Foster Kent,{of Yale, the well-known des- 
tructivé critic: who gained notoriety through his 
editorship of the Shorter Bible and who now plans 
to capture America’s colleges for unbelief by his 
**Schools of Religion.”? The magazine reports 
Professor Kent’s address, in. which. he refers to 
the Lord Jesus Christ as one of the great ‘‘pioneers 
of human thought and experimentation.”’ 

Other addresses were by extreme radicals, such 
as Professor B. W. Bacon, of Yale, speaking on 
- ©The Biblical Teacher and Liberalism,’ in which 
he refess to “‘ John the Apostle (according to tra- 
dition) whatever John he may ‘have been,”’ as one 
who in his New Testament writings wisely and 
tactfully dodged such questions as the physical 
resurrection, the judgment day, and the visible 
second return, ‘‘ by spiritualizing these ideas. The 
ancients knew very well that it was a spiritualizing 
Gospel. Its author refused to know Christ after 
the flesh; he knew him after the Spirit. . . We, 
if we-are wise, will seek to apply such principles to 
“the problems of our own time.” 

Other Modernists, including Professor Henry 
T. Fowler, of Brown University, Professor Irving 
F. Wood; of Smith College, and the like, deliv- 
ered their addresses in complacent rejection of 
the facts declared in the Word of God. 


Then came Professor Machen’s address. It 
would have been interesting to watch the faces of 
that group of “‘Christian educationists” while 
he uttered his masterly, scientific, unequivocal 
amd unanswerable message. If the reader keeps in 
mind the setting and atmosphere in which - Dr. 
Machen dealt these giant strokes for the truth and 
the Gospel, his utterance will be seen to have an 
almost unique significance. ; 





- tory of the Christian religion. 








tions to Jesus without, apparently, the slightest scru- 
tiny of the fact. 

This wholesale abandonment of historical method 
is being’summed up in the use of one word — the word 
“interpretation.” Formerly when men had brought 
to their attention perfectly clear assertions they used 
to accept them or else deny them. Now they no longer 
deny, but merely “interpret.” History, men say, must 
be interpreted in accordance with the thought of our 
own agé. But I sometimes wonder just where this 
business of interpretation will stop. 

I am in a company of modern men. They begin 
to test my intelligence. And first they test me on the 
subject of mathematics. “What does six times nine 
make?” I am asked. . 

I breathe a sigh of relief; many questions might 
have placed me very low in the scale of intelligence, 
but. this question I think I can answer. I raise my 
hand hopefully. -“I know that one,” I say. “Six 
nines are fifty-four.” 

But my complacency is short-lived. My modern 
examuner puts on a grave look. “Where have you 
been living?” he says. “ ‘Six nines are fifty-four’ — 
that is’ the old answer to the question.” . 

In my ignorance I am somewhat surprised. “Why,” 
I say, “everybody knows that; that stands in the multi- 
> ahaa & do you not accept the miiltiplication- 


“Oh, yes,” says my modern friend, “of course I ac- 
cept the multiplication-table. But then I do not take 
a static view of. the mutltiplication-table; every gen- 
eration’ must interpret. the multiplication-table in its 
own way. And‘so of course I accept the proposition 
that six nines are fifty-four, but I interpret that to 
And: then th inati prekgen l f 

- : ¢ examination gets into sphere o 
history. The examiner asks me where the Declara- 
tion of Independence was adopted. 

That one also I think I know. “The Declaration of 
Independence,” I say, “was adopted at Philadelphia.” 

But again I meet, with a swift rebuke. “That is 
the old answer to the question,” I am told. 

“But,” I- say, “every one knows that the Declaration 
of Independence was adopted at Philadelphia; that 
stands in all the history books; do you not accept what 
stands in the history books?” ’ ~ 

“Oh, yes,” says my modern friend, “we accept every- 
thing that stands in the history books — hundred-per- 
cent Americans we are. But then, you see, we have 
to interpret the history books in our own way. And 
so of course we accept the proposition that the Declara- 
tion of Independence was adopted at Philadelphia, but 
we interpret that to mean that it was adopted at San 
Francisco.” 


Interpretation, a Substitute for Denial 


¥ s 
And then finally the examination turns to the his- 
“What do you think 
happened,” I am asked, “after Jesus was laid in that 
tomb | near Jerusalem about -nineteen hundred years 


ago? 

To. that question also I have a very definite answer. 
“I will tell you what I think happened,” I say: “He 
was laid in the tomb and then the third day he rose 
again from the dead.” 

At this point the surprise of my modern friend 
reaches its height. The idea of -a professor in a the- 
ological seminary actually believing that a dead man 
rose from the grave! “Every one,” the examiner tells me, 
“has abandoned that answer ‘to the question long ago.” 

“But,” I-say, “my friend, this is very serious; that 
answer: stands in the Apostles’ Creed as well: as-~at 
the ‘center of the New Testament; do you not then 
accept the Apostles’ Creed?” 

“Oh, yes,” says’ my modern friend,-“of course I 
accept the Apostles’ Creed; do we not say’if’ every 
Sunday in church — or at least if we do not say it 
we sing it—of course I accept the Apostles’ Creed. 
But then, do you not see, every generation has“a right 
to interpret the Creed in its own way? And so now 
of course we accept the proposition that ‘the third day 
he rose again from the dead’; but we interpret that 
to mean, ‘The third day he did not rise again from 
the dead.’” 

In view of this modern art of interpretation one 
may almost wonder whether the lofty human gift of 
speech has not~been rendered entirely useless. 
everything that I say can be interpreted to mean its 
exact opposite, what is the use of saying anything at 
ali? I do not know when the great revival of re- 
ligion will come. But one thing is perfectly clear. 
When it does come, the whole elaborate art of “inter- 
pretation” will be brushed aside, and there will be a 
return, as there was at the Reformation of the ‘six- 
teenth. century, to plain common sense and common 

esty. .It is a very. great mistake to. suppose that 
as Biblical teachers you “have a right” to interpret 
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the Bible as you please. Certainly if your interpreta- 
tion differs from mine I have no right to force you, 
by physical compulsion, to hold my view. But as 
for you, in the presence of God, the only ‘interpreta- 
tion which you have a right to hold is the interpreta- 
tion which is true—not an interpretation which 
changes from generation to generation, but the inter- 
pretation which was held by the original author of the 
books. 

The widespread ‘abandonment of historical interest 
in dealing with the Bible is not without importance. 
At bottom it involves nothing less than an abandon- 
ment of the Christian religion. For the Christian re- 
ligion differs from other religions just in being founded, 
not merely upon permanent truths, but upon events. 
If certain things happened in the first century of our 
era, as they are said to have happened in the New Tes- 
tament, then the Christian religion is true; if they 
did not happen, then the Christian religion is false, and 
some totally different religion, such as the naturalistic 
Modernism of the present day, which is essentially the 
same, I suppose, as the religion of humanity of the 
Positivists and of Professor’ Ellwood, must be sub- 
stituted for it. Or else—an alternative which I per- 
sonally might be obliged to prefer — we shall have to 
get along without any religion at all. 

But is the Christian religion really founded upon 
events? That question involves a question which has 
‘ actually gotten into the magazines and the front 


ages 

of the newspapers —the question, “What is. Chris- 

tianity ?” 2 : 
How shall that question be answered? I for my 


part believe that it can be answered only by an ex- 
amination of the thing that is to be defined. I am 
actually old-fashioned enough to thiflk that if you are 
going to tell what Christianity is the proper thing to 
lo is to look at Christianity. If I were’ asked to give 
’ a description of the oy of New_York I should not 

go into the center of Kansas and evolve a descrip- 
tion of New York out of my inner consciousness, but 
I should take a trdin to this city, and, having looked 
_ the place over, I should try to tell what it is like. So 

it is with Christianity. Christianity is an historical 
phenomenon like the city of New York or the United 
Statés of America or the Kingdom of . Prussia or 
the Roman Empire. And aang an historical phe- 
nomenon it can be investigated only by historical 
means, .When you say that Christianity is this or 
that you are making an assertion in the sphere of his- 
tory; it is very different from saying that Christian- 

ity Queht to be this or that, or that Christianity 
roe aave been better if it had-been this or that, or 
’ thatthe.jdeal religion would be this or that. The ques- 






i 9 “Widwat is Christianity?” does not lie in the sphere 
ie. 1 it is not a question about what ought to be, 
it a stion about what is. And-as such it must be 


investigated by historical means, 


But how. shall we determine what any great move- 
ment in its essence really is? I do not see how you 


can avoid going back to the. beginnings of the move- 


ment. Unless there is some sort of continuity between 
the later manifestations and the btginning, the use of 
‘ ‘the original name-is obviously misleading. So it is 
‘ » with Christianity. It is quite conceivable that the 

originators of the Christian religion; whoever they 
were, were mistaken — that is a matter for investiga- 
tion. It is quite conceivable that they.“had no right: to 
legislate for all subsequent generations. 
rate they did have the right to legislate for all gener- 
ations that should choose to bear the name of “Chris- 
tian.” We can determine what Christianity is only by 
examining the beginnings of Christianity. 

And when the examination is carried on without 
prejudice, the result of it is plain enough. Clearly, 
Christianity at its inception was not just a way of life, 
but a way of life founded upon a message. If one 
thing is abundantly plain it is that the first Christian 
missionaries did not just come forward and say, “We 
have been living in contact with a wonderful person, 
Jesus of Nazareth, and we call upon you our hearers 
to submit yourselves to the contagion of that great 
personality.” That is what modern men might have 
expected the first Christian missionaries to say. But 
as a matter of cold historical fact it is perfectly plain 
that they said nothing of the kind. What they did 
say was, “Christ died for our sins according to the 
Seriftures; He was buried; He has been raised on 
the third day according to the Scriptures.” Chris- 
tianity at its inception was certainly a strange new 
type Gf life; but it was a type of life founded not upon 
mere exhortation or upon the contagion of personal 
relationship, but upon a piece of news; it was not a 
life as distinguished from a doctrine, but a life founded 
upon a doctrine. ... 

Jesus came, as has well been said, not primarily to 
say something, but to. do something. And all Chris- 
tianity is based upon the recognition of that fact. 
Christianity, in other words, is not a philosophy but 
a redemptive religion; it is founded not merely upon 
what always existed but upon what happened, not 
merely upon eternal truths but upon historical facts. 

There is one advantage about facts — they stay put. 
All knowledge is based upon a static view of facts — 
the knowledge involved in the physical sciences and 
also the knowledge involved in the Christian religion. 





2 For what follows, compare Christianity and Liberalism, 
1923, especially pp. 19 ff. 
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When I was very young I used to ask myself whether 
God could make a thing that had happened so that it 
had not happened. The question no longer troubles 
me. Possibly God could do it, but. 1 am -quite sure 
that he never will. A fact remains a fact for mil- 
lions upon millions of years, and it remains a fact not 
only here but on the remotest star. 

But modern Biblical study is increasingly indiffer- 
ent to facts. “It makes no difference” is its great 
slogan where historical questions are concerned. The 
result is a lamentable intellectual decline. In the evil 
days upon which Biblical scholarship has now fallen 
one can almost long even for the errors of the past. 
The Hegelianism of Baur and his associates was no 
doubt a serious error; but unlike modern pragmatism 


it was not an error. that ‘discouraged. intellectual life, 
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‘DECEMBER 27, 1924 


‘Many: of you no doubt disagree with me. about the 
facts of Biblical history — about the Virgin Birth of 
Jesus, his miracles, his resurrectign.. I certainly can- 
not hope to convince you, in the half-hour which is 
now at an end, that I am right and you are wrong. 
But let us be clear about one point — these things are 
not matter of indifference. It is upon these questions 
that the future of the Christian religion depends. The 
Christian religion is not independent of science — sci- 
entific history or the physical science— it is not a 
harmless and useless epiphenomenon without inter- 
relation with other spheres of knowledge, but like 
everything else that is worth while it must seek to 
justify its place, despite all the conflicts which that 
involves, in the realm of facts. 

Princeton, N. J. 
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The confidence with which we may approach the 
borderland of natural or artificial sleep 








Our Unconscious Hours 


By Fitzwalter H. Wentworth 











Few there are who at some time in their lives do not have to face submission to an anesthetic. Is it right to be put 
to sleep artificially ? Is it right to take a sleeping draught or other deadening drug? In this fifth article in his 


ries, ‘‘ 
these and other questions that trouble earnest Christians. 
just this counsel ? The seven 
brought together in an attractive 


Beside Our Beds of P. 


hysical weariness and grief. It comes as ‘the 

ealing breath of God in hours of pain. It gives 
those mysterious recuperative forces within our bodies 
unhindered opportunity to fulfil their providential pur- 
pose. Our worrying wills too often interfere with 
these powers in our periods of wakefulness. And this 
is frequently true. also in reference to our spiritual 
lifé. We depend too much upon the things that can 
be seen, heard, and felt; and so often fail in our faith 
when it comes to realities that are unseen and eternal. 


Spe is the divine benediction following labor, 


Consciousness as we understand it is but a small phase: 


of the human. personality. We do not cease to think 
when we sleep. Mind continues its mysterious activ- 
ities; so much so, that the problems of our waking 
hours are often solved during our sleep. Dr. Andrew 
Murray, that great spiritual teacher whose devotional 
books have helped so many of God’s people, wrote, 
with more than psychological insight, “Deeper down 
than where the soul with its consciousness can enter, 
there is spirit matter linking man with God; and deeper 
down than the mind and feelings or will—in the un- 
oer. — of the hidden life — there dwells the Spirit 
re RK a 
It means more than we can tell to fall asleep “think- 
ing God’s thoughts. after him.” To fill the mind in 
the moments before sleep with Scriptural truth is to 
enrich all our waking life; for thus do we give to the 
Holy Spirit, in the hidden depths of our being, that 
material which he ‘seeks for the building up and 
strengthening of Christian character. * 
Sleep, the very mention of the word in weary mo- 

ments seems to have hypnotic influence upon us. Mrs. 
Browning asks in reference to Psalm 127: 2: 

“Of all the thoughts of God that afe~ 

Borne inward unto souls afar, 

Along the Psalmist’s music deep, 

Now tell me if that any is, 2 

For gift or grace, surpassing this— 

‘He giveth His beloved sleep’?” 


How truly human, how greatly one with us in our 
common life, do we see our divine Lord to be, when 
we read: “As they sailed he fell asleep!” Not even 
the terrific storm awoke him, nothing less than the 
terrified cry of the apostles, “Master, carest thou not 
that we perish?” But after his “Peacewbe still,” he 
asked, “Why are ye so fearful? how is it that ye have 
no faith?” These questions remind us that . while 
Christ in his humanity found sleep a necessity, “He 
that keepeth thee will not slumber . . . neither slumber 
nor sleep.” He is, as Josiah Conder so finely declares, 


“Quickener of our wearied powers; 
Guard of our unconscious hours.” 


There are times, however, when we suffer from in- 
somnia. Especially is this the case in some forms of 
sickness. The more we seek sleep the more does it 
fly front us. Various methods of inducing sleep are 
recommended by different friends, but they may all, 
somehow, fail. 

We need to realize that to worry about sleeplessness 
is to drive sleep farther and farther from us. Worry 
is nothing but a scarecrow, or rather scare-sleep. And 
we know that scarecrows are not intended to woo, but, 
as their name suggests, to frighten away. 

e can be sure that sleep will come sooner or 
later. We need not bother our heads about the exact 
time; nature will see to that. 

Napoleon I said, “Different affairs are arranged in 
my head as in drawers. When I wish to interrupt one 
train ot thought, I close the drawer which contains that 
subject and open that which contains another. They 
do-not mix together or inconvenience me. I have nevér 





chapters appea' here, and others of equal value in sane, 
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ain,’’ Mr. Wentworth, a pastor of wide experience in hospital chaplaincy, answers 


Are you eager to share the series with friends who need 
kindly advice, are now 
Company, at $1, postpaid. 


been kept awake by an involuntary preoccupation of 
mind. If I wish for repose, I shut up all the drawers, 
and I am asleep. I have always slept when I wanted 
est, and almost at will.” Sir Walter Scott seems to 
ave been blessed with similar power. But sick folk 
and nervous people sometimes find that while they en- 
deavor to shut up every drawer, there is always one 
that will not quite close. It will project a little and 
expose the subject they wish to dismiss from mind. 
that case it is wise to say to oneself, “If that drawer 
will not go in, let it remain out —I. will not bother 
with it!” Let us call to mind that beautiful old Ger« 
man hymn: 

“When sleep her balm denies, 

My silent spirit sighs, 

May Jesus Christ be praised! 

The night becomes as day, 

When from the heart we say 

May Jesus Christ be praised!” 


Not every one needs the same amount of sleep. We 
Must not measure our needs by those of another, or 
even by those of our more active life, when in health. 
So long as we are resting it matters little whether we 
actually sleep qr not. And ceasing to worry. about 
sleep will help us to rest apart from it. 

But what, when we cannot rest, not because of 
worry, but because our body is racked with pain? Is 
it right to take a drug or sleeping draught to induce 
sleep? Most certainly if prescribed by an honorable 
physician, yet only when really necessary. Let us 
make up our mind that we will not ask. for it when 
there is no pain or when the pain is reasonably bear- 
able. It is foolish to take it for an ordinary case of 
insomnia. The sleep it gives is only artificial. One 
does not awake from it refreshed, but rather craving 
for more of the stupor it creates. There is scarcely a 
worse bondage, when once it gains the mastery, than 
the drug habit. It destroys the usefulness:of both 
body and soul. , 

How about taking an anesthetic, some will ask? 
Not a few people dread dying under its influence. And 
occasionally one meets with a person who wonders 
whether it is right, especially in certain cases, to be 
put to sleep. Of course, nearly all the people in hos- 
pitals awaiting an operation have fully made up their 
minds in the matter; but there are always numbers 
outside who have not done so. And some of these 
latter may be growing rapidly -worse through delay. 

Well, let us not forget that when God wanted to 
perform a certain important operation upon Adam, he 
put him to sleep, “deep sleep,’ say the Scriptures, 
And God did not awaken him till the special rib was 
taken away and the flesh closed up. Therefore the 
surgeon has strong Scriptural reason for the use’ of 
an anesthetic. : 

It is true that once in a great while we do learn 
of some one dying under, an anesthetic, but the EE; 
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portion of such deaths is « exceedir 
after all, these very people might 
more painful fashion, 

I used to think that I would ne 
an anesthetic. I had a peculiar dg 
artificially unconscious, - largely~a 
tain dreams in childhood. But i 
seriously ill of an abscess behi 
meant having the drum _ pierced 
to taking an anesthetic, and tw; 
of having the drum pierced w 
without any favorable resul 
persuaded me to go to the 
esthetic. And I have wond 
didn’t take it in the first plag 
sciousness had stood in the 
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‘oughness, owing to’ his’ desire: to 
“much~pain as -possible. Had I- been: asleep he would 


a. for. January 11 


' at a3 :31-460—Ct ~ 


Save me from.’as 


not’ have had to take that side of things into ton- 
sideration.  - 
The marvel of anesthesia is that things may ‘be 


‘done to our body without our knowledge, and which 


we could not stand if we were awake; and, while 
unconscious to the world, we may be fully aware 
of -the~most pleasant experiences, unmarred by pain. 
The only time that I took ether I mysterious] ys slipped 
back twenty years of my life; traveled usands 
of miles across the ocean in a moment of time; and 
held a delightful conversation with a former boy 
servant I had had when a young missionary in the 
foreign field. On regaining consciousness I was able 
to trace my mental journey to a resemblance between 
the face of a nurse standing by me as I fell asleep and 
the aforementioned boy. 

' 


cormorant 
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Some donot récall anything ‘upon regaining con- 
sciousness, but psychologists are telling us that there 
is tio” dreatnless sleep. They declare that when we 
say we have not dreamed it is simply a case of not 
remembéring ‘our dreams. Then, if called upon to 
‘undergo an operation, let us not dwell upon what is 
to’ be done to our body —the surgeon can be trusted 
to do his ‘best for our welfare— but rather think of 
‘where heart arid’ mind can roam while our physical 
ftame is*being set in order, Many have told me that 
when. inhaling the anestheti¢ they have thought of 
the Saviour, Jesus Christ, and so precious has been 
their experience that they have yearned for a repe- 
tition of it. 

Let us take our og satura to sleep “— 
whether that sleép be natural or artificial, d all 


our ‘waking life will be blessed. 
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aes on the Site of Sodom 


Whi archeologists believe the shallow waters at the south end 
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HE Sunday School Times readers will recall 
i the account: of the search for Sodom and Go- 
{ morrah instituted by the Xenia Theological Sem- 
res of St. Louis, Mo., and which appeared in_ the 

eological Department of The Sunday School 
Tones during April and May, 1624. About the time 
the writer was leaving for the Holy Land a letter 


‘ was received from an earnest Bible student and a 


reader of The Sunday School Tiines,-Mr, Frank Ham- 
ilton, of Ventnor, N. J. It presents so succinctly and 
cogently the a priort arguments for the locating of 
Sodom, that in no better way can I give consideration 
to those attempts to locate Sodom than by quoting this 
letter and making brief commetits upon each section. 


“Having just completed a map of the Holy Land ~ 


in the time of Christ after eleven years’ research, 
I sent yot: some of my reasons for locating. their 
ruins northeast of its northern end. But having 
examined the matter more fully since, I think I 
ought to give you the results of my more thorough 
research. 

“1, Genesis 13: 3 and 10 shows that Sodom could 
be seen from ancient Bethel (about a quarter of a 
mile southeast from Beitin). The south end of 
the Dead Sea cannot be seen from there.” 


The language of Genesis 13:10 only requires that 
Lot could see the “Plain of Jordan;”’ the “great 
sound,” of which Sodom was the metropolis. There 
is no intimation that: he saw Sodom from his stand- 
“point at Bethel. Moreover, the lower end of the “great 
round” carn be ly seen even from Bethel. 


“Sodom and Gomorrah were in the ‘Plain of the 
Jordan’ (Gen. 13: 10). ‘was Succoth, twenty- . 
four miles north of the Dead Sea (2 Chron. 4: 
17). The Plain (Kikkar, Circle, Young’s Anal 
Concordance) of -ahe Dmg seems to be the 
broad portion of the Jordan valley from about 
the Wady Kafrinjt (the second brook above the 
Jabbok), to the Dead Sea; and from Jericho to 
the hills east of Livias (er Rameh), the lower 
“portion of which is almogt a circle. The south 
end of the Dead Sea could not possibly be called 
the ‘Plain of the Jordan.’ 

“Moses saw ‘the Plain [Kikkar] of ‘the valley 
of Jericho . . , unto Zoar’ (Deut. 34: 1-3), show- 
ing Zoar to be on the edge of the Kikkar. The 
south end of the Dead Sea could not possibly be 
called ‘the Plain of Jericho.’’ 


This definition of the Plain is quite correct as far 
as it goes, but why , it arbitrarily “oe in the mid- 
die of the Kikkar, “the great round”? 


ain the “round.” 


“After Chedorlaomer had conquered Kadesh- 

« barnea in the far south, and was coming north, he 
conquered En-gedi, in the middle of the west 
coast of the Dead Sea, and then conquered Sodom 
and Gomorrah (Gen. 14:7, 8; 2 Chron. 20:2); 
showing them to be north and not south of En- 
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ed Sodom at all. 






























































d in the article referred to that the 
the Dead Sea is nearer ‘Hebron, 
saw the smoke of Sodom and 
19:27, 28), than the north end; 
ements on the 1917 map of the 
show that the south end is ten 
Hebron than ‘the north end; 

farther than my location of 


The Sea and 
all the Piain at both ends of it are naturally eontained 


intimation that the battle was at Sodom 
i Then having over- 
, Chedorlaomer turned and sacked their 
not attacked him he would probably 


The Sea extended much farther north inytliose days 


than now. That is, the delta has been filled in much. . 


Moreover, the Cities, if in the delta of the Jordan, 
must have been some distance still inland, as the lower 
part of the delta is always new. Then from Hebron 
there is an unobstructed view right down to the lower 
Plain, while at the north, mountains near the Sea 
are high and obstruct the view. Probably, however, 
the smoke was so great that it might be seen from any 
part of the mountain above the valley. 


“Lot journeyed east from Béthel to Sodom (Gen. 
13:11); if it had been at the south end of. the 
Dead Sea, he would have journeyed south, 

“The notion that the Cities of the Plain were 
where the south end of the Dead Sea now is, was 
held by the Jews, or at least some of them, as 
shown by Josephus (Wars 4:83), probably be- 

. cause ‘Zoar in Arabia’ (Wars 4:8.3 and Eusebius 
and Jerome— Davis’ B. Dic. under “Luhith”), 
was confounded with the Zoar to which Lot fied. 
Smith’s Hist. . Of the Holy Land, Bp. 505 
507, shows very plainly that there was a 
the southeast end of the Dead Sea in the time of 
Jerome, which was believed by Arab geographers 
to be the Zoar of Lot. And Eusebius and Jerome 
state that Luhith was between Areopolis and Zoar; | 
if the Zoar they meant was north of the Dead Sea, 
they would have said between Medaba and Zoar 
—not Areopolis, which is opposite the Lisan, or 
on ging reaching out into the lower part of the 

a 


« Lot is said to have chosen “all the Plain of Jordan,” 


and he “journeyed east.” But he could not journey 
east to-all the Plain from Bethel. Manifestly the di- 
rection he took was the direction in which he set out 
from Bethel, which would be east to go-into any part 
of “the Plain.” 


“Major Kitchener found ancient ruins at or 
near the site called by the Arabs Zoar, at the 
south end of the Dead Sea. There is no question 
that there was a Zoar there. But that it could 
not possibly be the Zoar of Lot is conclusively 
shown, to my mind, by the reasons above.” 


The absurdity of Kitchener’s identification is shown 
in my account of the recent explorations on the P 


“Robinson, Geikie, Whitney, Hurlbut, Fileet- 
wood, and Stout locate Zoar at ed Draa, at the 
east edge of the Lisan; but Josephus states that 
the Dead Sea ‘is extended as far as Zoar in 
Arabia’; showing that Zoar to be at the south 
end of the Sea. W. F. Birch, Conder, Barthol- 
omew’s map, and Courtier locate the Zoar of Lot 
at Tell Shaghur, northeast of the Dead Sea; and 
eee Merrill at Ektanu or Ikiana, about a mile 
sou 


It was at ed Draa that we found the High Place 
of the Cities of the Plain, as certified by the distinctly 
characteristic pottery of the Early Bronze Age, the 
age = Abraham and Lot; and of Sodom and Go- 
morr 


“Smith, to bolster up his theory that Lot’s Zoar 
was at the foot of the Dead Sea, says, ‘Hazezon 
Tamar may not be En-gedi, but the Tamar of 
Ezekiel, southwest of the Dead Sea.” But 2 
Chronicles 20:2 says, ‘Hazazon-tamar (the same 

is En-gedi),’ which settles the matter for those _ 
wis believe the Bible.- ‘Zoar’ means ‘Little,’ 
and there may have been several places so called. 

“Among the reasons why the Arabs thouglit 
Zoar in Arabia was the Zoar of Lot, according to 
Smith, is the fact that it is so hot there. 
neighboring people called the town terit ae § B 
Hell; ‘its waters are hot, even as eon Se 
place stood Over hell-fire” ~~ Sinith. says; this 
awful hollow, this bit. of the infernal regions 
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comes to the surface, ogg a with the sun shining 
into it, primitive man laid the scene of God's 
most terrible judgment on human sin.’ Another 
reason is given by Josephus as follows: ‘It is re- 
lated how, for the impiety of its inhabitants, it 
-was burnt by lightning; in consequence of which 
there are still the remainders of the divine fire; 
and the traces (or shadows) of the five cities 
are still to be seen, as well as the ashes growing 
in their fruits, which fruits have a color as if 
they were fit to be eaten; but if you pluck them 
with your hands, they dissolve into smoke and 
ashes. And thus what is related of this land of 
Sodom hath these marks of credibility which our 
very sight affords us.’ I was told, also by my 
guide, that the bitumen around the southern end 
of the Dead Sea fell from heaven when Soddm 
was destroyed.” 


Smith’s intimation that the Bible story is legendary 
is quite beside the mark in the presence of the facts 
thoroughly established now, both from geology and 
from archeology. 


“Dr. Pirazzini, the teacher of Hebrew in Dr. 
White’s Biblical Seminary, who was visiting us 
while I was-looking into this matter,. called my 
attention to the fact that the word ‘overthrow,’ 
in Genesis 19:21 and 25, means to uproot, turn 
over, overturn (so also Young’s Analyt. Conc.). 
He thinks the catastrophe was caused by an earth- 
quake accompanied by a volcanic explosion, by 
which the cities were overturned and the trees and 
plants uprooted; while fire:and brimstone from 
the explosion fell upon the cities and the inhabi- 
tants. 


“There are just five Tells in the 1917 map of 
the Egyptian Survey in the lower part of the 
Kikkar. (A Tell is a mound of sand or earth, 
known or believed to contain ancient ruins but 
with none visible generally; such as I saw at 
ancient Jericho, where the ancient walls lay in 
heaps just~-as they fell at the sound of Joshua's 
gg eg but were covered where not excavated, 
[Mes feet of sand.) These five Tells I have 

tified on my map with question marks, as fol- 
lows: Teleilet el Beid, one mile south of Wady 
Nimrin, nine miles northeast of Jericho,—Admah ; 
Teleil Muselim, just north of Wady el Kefrein, 
nine miles east by south of Jericho,—Zeboiim; 
Tell Abu Kur, on Wady-el Kefrein, two and a 
half miles east of Zeboim,—Gomorrah; Tell el 
Meselha, on the north side of Wad Bor one 
mile south of Gomorrah,=Sodom; Tell esh Shag- 
hur, on Wady Hesban; two and a esate? miles 
southeast of Sodom and on higher uund,—Zoar. 

“Sodom: must have been one of the most south- 
easterly of the five, because Lot ‘moved his tent 
as far as Sodom’ (Gen. 13: 12).” 


Sodom was manifestly the most important of . the 
Cities, the metropolis, as it is always mentioned first ; 
and so “pitching the tent toward ” means sim- 
ply going toward the metropolis, but indicates noth- 
ing as to the location of in respect to the 
other cities. 


Sr. Louts. 


How God Helped with 
the Anesthetic 


By Mrs. Freda J. Tomkinson 


M3 LI was a very littie nurse, plain of feature, 
almost ugly, with no grace of appearance, no s 
cial talents as a nurse, but quite a clever anesthetist. 

She began giving ether and chloroform in the Wo- 
men’s Hospital while only about half way through her 
training, and though her hands were so small that she 
found it quite difficult to hold the mask over the pa- 
tient’s mouth, she always seemed so composed and quiet, 
so very self-possessed as she gave the anesthetic for 
even large operations that the foreigners looking on, 
a her more than usually phlegmatic and sure “ot 

self. 

But .a year or two after she had graduated the truth 
came out. Discussing the question of gi an an- 
esthetic one day, she very simply gave a testi- 
mony to answered prayer. She said: 

en I knew I had to give an anesthetic I used 
to be so nervous ‘that I would not eat my food for two 
or three meals beforehand, so I used to pray the Lord 
to help me and show me the way. All the time I was 
pouring out the chloroform I was praying and it 
seemed as if the Lord was standing right by my side, 
pene to me, ‘Put on one drop, put on two 
oad just put on what he said, feeling safe and sure 
because I knew he was there beside me answering my 
Prayer for help. 

“As the months and years went by I got less nervous 
and did not feel too badly to eat my food, but still 
I always pray about giving the anesthetic and I know 
that God is standing by to help me and keep me from 
making any mistake.’ 

Do you wonder that wee feel safe and at peace when 
little Miss Li is giving the anesthetic, knowing that 
she has a Mighty Helper by her side? 

Karrenc, Honan, Cutna, 
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LESSON 2. JANUARY Il. THE LAST JUDGMENT 
International Uniform Lesson.—Matthew 25 : 31-46 
Golden Text.—Inasmuch as ye did it unto one of these my brethren, even these least, ye did it unto me.—Matt. 25 : 40 











The Lesson as a Whole 
By W. Graham Scroggie 


Foreword 


ATTHEW 24 and 25 is one of our Lord’s longest 
M discourses, one of the most solemn, and uttered 

only a day or two before he died. Prepare 
yourself by prayer, and the careful reading of the 
whole address, to understand and to teach the weighty 
truths of this lesson. Pray that you may not misin- 
terpret it yourself, or mislead any one under your in- 
struction. 


The Historical Setting 


In the Passion Week, by which is meant the week 
of our Lord's life which ended with the Crucifixion, 
our present lesson belongs to the Tuesday, which was 
a very busy day, a day of conflict. Read Matthew a1: 
23 to 26:16; Mark 12: 41-44; John 12: 20-50. Being 
rejected by his nation, the Messiah rejects (1) the 
City (Matt. 23:37); (2) the Temple (Matt. 23: 38) ; 

3) the People (Matt. 23: 39). Ther follows this great 

rophetic Discourse (Matt. 24:25). The disciples, as 
they sat with their Master on Olivet (24: 3), asked him 
three questions, with reference to what he had _ said 
to them as they were leaving the temple (24:1). These 
questions you will find in chapter 24:3. This whole 
discourse is the answer to their inquiry. The parallel 
passages are Mark 13 and Luke 21: 5-36. The pres- 
ent lesson is the conclusion of this great prophecy. It 
is the last of the three pictures of chapter 25; the first 
is the Bridegroom and the Virgins (vs. 1-13); the 
second is the Lord and the Servants (vs. 14-30); and 
the third is the King and the Subjects (vs. 31-46). 
Matthew’s record is by far the most complete; Mark’s 
comes next in length, auc then Luke’s. 


The Expository Mcanine 

This judgment of the Sheep and the Goats is given 
by Matthew only. The title of the lesson calls it the 
Last Judgment, but it must be distinguished from that 
of Revelation 20: 11-15, which is subsequent in- time; 
and also from the Judgment of 2 Corinthians 5: 10, 
which, it would seem, is prior in time to the one of 
our‘ lesson. This narrative is commonly called a par- 
able, but on what ground? It has no such introduction 
as verse 1; or verse 14. 

Verse 31.—The title “Son of man” is not used of 
Christ’s return to the air for his Church, but of his 
second advent to the earth: His descent to the air is 
not “in his glory,” and with “all the angels” (1 Thess. 
4: 15-17); neither does he at that time “sit* on the 
throne of his glory.” Mark the fact that Christ is 
to return, and distinguish the two stages of his Advent. 

Verse 32.—All the nations. This may mean that 
the Judgment is of the nations as such, or, that peo- 
ple ofall nations are before the Judge. It is the Son 
of man who does the separating (compare chapter 13: 
30); there will, therefore, be no miscarriage of jus- 
tice, 

Verse 34.—The Judge is the King, the Son of man, 
the. Messiah. He 1s also the Son of , for he says 
“my Father.’ “From the foundation of the werld.” 
“The foundations of the world were laid in righteous- 
ness, and the final victory is with the good.” 

Verse 35.—The six things referred to are all tem- 
poral and social needs. 

Verse 36.—Christ was never Sick, and never in 
prison. The explanation is in verse 40. 

Verses 34, 41.—God prepared the kingdom for the 
righteous, but he did not prepare the fire for men, but 
for the devil and his angels. Hell is not a creation of 
God's, but a necessity of sin. 

Verses 37, 44.—Both the righteous and the wicked 
call Christ Lord, the former voluntarily, the latter 
necessarily. 

Verse 40—My ‘brethren. Almost certainly this 
means Christ’s brethren according to the flesh, the 
Jews; because they are distinguished from both the 
righteous and the. wicked; we cannot, therefore, re- 
gard the righteous and the brethren.as the same peo- 
ple. 

Verse 46.—Eternal is the word in both places, so 
that the punishment is coterminus with the life. Eter- 
nal is used for the being of God (Rom. 16:26), and 
for the future glory of the saints (2 Cor. 4: 17, 18). 


The Practical Aim - . 
All that Scripture has to say on any given subj 
is the truth about that subject. This fact should have 
guarded men from the misinterpretation of this lesson. 
To say that anything we may do can merit salvation, 
and place us gare | the “sheep,” is simply to deny the 
Gospel. Some of the kindest people are most ungodly. 
If humanitarianism and philanthropy can secure eter- 


Devotional ing: Ecclesiastes x2: 1-8, 13, 14. 
Reference Maree Matthew 16: 27; Lake 4136-08. 
Primary Topic: Kindness Pleases Jesus. 

Lesson Material: Matthew 23: 31-40. 

_ Memory Verse : Be ye kind one to another.—Eph. 4 : 32. 

Junior Topic; Christ’s Picture of the Judgment 
Lesson Material: Matthew 25: 31-46. 
, ao sa FA : Matthew 25: 40. 
intermediate and Senior Topic : Christ’s Picture of the Judgment. 
Topic for Young People and Adults: Practical Christianity. 











31 But when the Son of man shall come in his glory, and 
alF. the angels with him, then shall he sit on the throne 
of his. glory: 32 and before him shall be gathered all the 
nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as 
the shepherd separateth the sheep frem the goats; 33 and 
he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on 
the left. 34 Then shall the King say unto them on his 
right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 
35 for I was hungry, and ye gave me to eat; I was, thirsty, 
and ye gave me drink; I was a stranger, and ye took me 
in; 36 naked, and ye clothed me; I was sick, and ye visited 
me; I was in prison, and ye came unto me. 37 Then shall 
the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee 
hungry, and fed thee? or athirst, and gave thee drink? 38 
And when saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or 
naked, and clothed thee? 38 And when saw we thee sick, 
pr Ph get0 Pang ag Ping set oA 
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his angels: 42 for I was hungry, and ye did not give me 
to eat; 1 was thirsty, and-ye gave me no drink; 431 was 
a stranger, and ye took me not in; naked, and ye clothed 
me, not; sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not. 44 
Then shall they also answer, saying, Lord, when saw we 
thee hungry, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or 
in prison, and did not minister unto thee? 45 Then shall 
he answer them, saying, Verily 1 say unto you, Inasmuch 
as ye did it not unto one of these least, ye did it not unto 
me. 46 And these shall go away into eternal punishment: 
but the righteous into eternal life. 


10Or, Depart from me under a curse 
American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








nal life (v. 46), there was no need for Christ to die. 
Works are not the means to salvation, but the evidence 
of it. Back of our actions are our motives, and it is 
the motive that gives the action its quality. Kindness 
pleases Jesus when to please Jesus is the ruling mo- 
tive of our being kind. When you speak of practical 
Christianity, remember that the doing of good is not, 
in itself, Christianity at all, Mohammedans.and Brah- 
mins, heathen and savages, may do good, but that does 
not make them Christians. On the other hand, we who 
are Christ’s will want to please him, and we can 

so by ministering to others. Make “For Christ’s sake” 
one of your ruling motives and mottoes. Our Master 
“went about doing good,” because it was his Father’s 
business. Is there no one you may help to-day for 
Christ’s sake as well as for their own? 


The Homiletical Form 

1. THE PREPARATION FOR JUDGMENT. Verses 31-320. 
(1) The Judge. 
(2) The Throne. 
(3) The Arraigned. 


2. THE Process oF JUDGMENT. Verses 326-33. 
(1) The Separation. 
(2) The Illustration. 
(3) The Disposition. 
3. THe Prrncreres or JupGMENT. Verses 34-45. 
(1) The King and the Blessed (vs. 34-40). 
(a) The Verdict (vs. 34-36). 
(b) The Inquiry (vs. 37-39). 
(c) The Answer (v. 40). 
(2) The King and the Cursed (vs. 41-45). 
(a) The Verdict (vs. 41-43). 
(b) The Inquiry (v. 44). 
(c) The Answer (v. 45). 


4. Tue Perrectinc or JupcMent. Verse 46. 


(1) Doom of the Wicked. 
(2) Destiny of the Righteous. 


The Topical Value 

The Second Advent of our Lord is here assumed, 
not argued (v. 31). This cannot possibly mean a con- 
tinuous coming, for the thing which he here does is 
not being continuously done. And, surely, the angels 
are not also continuously coming! ; 

Judgment is a certainty because it is a necessity. 
There is nothing arbitrary about it, for it is required 
by the very nature of things. Observe, also, that judg- 
ment is not only for condemnation (v. 41), but also 
for commendation (v. 34) ; there are two possible ver- 
dicts, so that, whereas the wicked would fain escape 
it, the righteous eagerly welcome it. 


\ 





There is a judgment of nations as well in- 
dividuals, with this difference, that wherele the ‘ani 
judgment of individuals is yet future, the final judg-- 
ment of nations takes place in their time. For ex- 
ample, ancient Babylon, Greece, and Rome have. al- 
ready been judged; Turkey, Russia, Germany, Britain, 
and America are being judged. National judgment 
is nga — — Sees 

e distirictions, whic cripture draws are clean- 
cut and unmistakable. It draws a straight this be- 
tween right and wrong, between good and evil, be- 
tween light and darkness, between sheep and goats, be- 
tween Heaven and hell. There is not anything of the 
nature of a “no-man’s-land” in the moral realm. No 
one can be neutral, because he that is not with Christ 
1S against him. See that yourself, and press it upon 
those whom you teach. ; 

We should cultivate “a heart at leisure from itself, 
to soothe and sympathize,” for there are people all 
about us who are hungry, thirsty, ill-clad, lonely, sick, 
and persecuted. Christ would have you go to these, 
and help them as his representative. 


Final Word 


; It is so easy and usual to accept the current opin- 
ions of our circle on the meaning of such a passage 
as this, that it becomes necessary every now and~again 
to exhort the Bible reader and student to do his own 
thinking. Just because no human interpretation is in- 
Megs an rae aah there is something left for you 
o discover, and “there is yet more ligh 

from God’s holy Word.” r ee ee ee 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and 
searching ‘character. They are written by several mem- 
bers of The Sunday School Times staff— Mr. Scroggie 
Professor Ellis, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the Associ- 
ate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you tried as- 
signing some of the questions to different members of 
your class, and letting them see whether they can dis- 
cover the answers as given in the following issue? 


HAT three questions of the. disciples brought forth 
the teaching which Christ gave about the “end 
time” of which this lesson is a part? 
2. What words of Matthew’s make it clear that this pas- 
sage (vs. 31-46) does not refer to the coming of the Lord 
Jesus Christ for his saints? 


3. How should the Judgments spoken of in our lesson and 
2 Corinthians 5:10, and Revelation 20: 11-15, be distin- 
guished? 

4. Dees this lesson deal with the last judgment, and if 
not where are we told about the last judgment? 


5. What reason have we for thinking this teaching is not 
a parable? 


6. Who are the -brethren: of Christ? 


7. In what other Scripture passage does Jesus assert his 
acceptance of deeds, good or bad, done unto his own as 
done unto himself? 


8. Why cannot all su@h deeds of mercy be recko: ed : 
done unto the Lord Jesus? Y, apie 


9. Dees our lesson teach that “everlasting punishment” 
(46) is escaped by all who do kind deeds (35, 36)? 

10. Is there a guide-line in Jesus’ teaching by which we 
may know when a deed of kindness is done unto Christ? 


1x, Name some other Scriptures which teach that it is 
not oe) pris through acts of commission alone that souls 
are lost. 


12. What two things does our lesson speak of as “pre- 
pared”? 

13. Ean you tell of any other preparation for man that 
was made “before the foundation of the world”? 

14 What. tells us that hell was not prepared for man? 


1s. What is the teaching of this passage on the fate of 
the wicked? . 


16. What strong statement of Christ’s precludes any idea 
of future punishment being for a time only? 

17. How would such a teaching effect the atonement? 

18. What is the best answer to the 
Day”? . 

ig. What is lost in the scientific adminis 


20. Where is the best place to begi 
program suggested in this lesson? 


Answers to Last Week's 


The answers to the lesson questi 
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siudy by Dr. Robert Dick Wilsfst plag 
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. plications worthy of note. 


Lesson for January 11 
Matthew 25 : 31-46 


From My Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon ’ 


UT the goats on the left (v. 33). The word for 

“goats,” eriphia, is literally little goats. The 
nations of evil shall before him dwindle into insig- 
nificance. The position of Pilate and Jesus are now 
reversed, Also of Augustus and Jesus. No longer 
can Rome compel all the world to be taxed. No 


longer can it summon Christ to its registry. The 
empire is now before Christ’s bar. 
’ J-was a@ stranger, and ye took me in (v. 35). Took 


me in, sunagagete. The sun (with) implies “with you 
into the household circle.” 

The least of these my brethren (v. 40). Jesus did 
not use the word adelphoi, brethren, in his earthly min- 
istry. He called his disciples little children, friends. 
Not until after the resurrection did he address them 
as brethren. An unfailing reserve marks the days of 
his flesh. “But in glory his nature and person are 
unmistakable and can never invite familiarity from 
our side. How great the condescension then in the 
address he uses, ‘these my brethren.’” 


New. Hampton, N. H. 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue PRINCIPLE OF APPLICATION.—Lead “pupils 
to or practical and personal applications of 
truth. , : 











O DOUBT the general tendency in the teaching 

of this lesson will be, as it usually is, to turn it to 
account in the way of practical applications; and 
while it is possible to teach it in such a way as to 
make it appear that salvation is a matter of works, 
which is not the teaching of the Book, yet it is true 
that our Christianity manifests itself in the works 
we do. And to do Christian deeds as unto Christ 
himself is to motivate them highly indeed. Turning to 
a field familiar to us all, there are at least two ap- 
There are the brethren of 
Christ according to the flesh, and his brethren of the 
Church. Is it possible that we who call ourselves 
Christian have failed him sadly in both fields? It is 
true that Israel is not hungry for physical bread per- 
haps, but how much has the Church done to carry to 
her the Bread of Life and the Water of Life? May 
we stand condemned one day because, ‘going to all 
the world with the Gospel, we have forgotten to give 
it to his brethren, the Jews? 

Again, how many Christians have responded to the 
call that has come from those early brethren of his, 
the suffering Armenians? Has the Near East Relief 
had the response from our churches that it would 
nave had if they had realized that Christ himself was 
suffering and dying for want of food and clothing 
while we help to waste on luxuries the multiplied mil- 
lions of money, just because we happen to be more 
fortunately circumstanced than his brethren across 
the sea? Is it possible that he is putting us to the 
test right now while we™build fine churches in which 
to worship him; and he-in the person of little Armenian 
orphans is starving because we have curtailed our 
giving? 

Huntinopon, Pa. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


- Too Good To Be True.—Before him shall be gath- 
ered all nations (v. 32). Those who desire to go into 
the judgments in an extended and thorough manner 
can do so by getting a Scofield Reference Bible and 
following its splendid notes. Most of the folks who 
gather where these “shoppy” Busy Meni’s notes are 
struck are just plain, plug citizens, and more inter- 

in homely and easily understood applications of 
the Scriptures than in any deep study of them. Yes, 
Mr. Scroggie will help you also. Only last Sunday 
I asked a bunch of about two hundred men, “How 
many of you haye read over the lesson before coming 
to class 2% ten hands went up How much bet- 
‘mamost adult men’s classes make? Here 
important to get in regard to this 
not expect any of you folks to be 
lan is not judged — for his 
10; 1 Cor. 3: 11-15). ry should 
© trouble with your Lizzie running 
. The justice sent for you and 
- Your Dad paid it. Why drag 
€.again? Yes, you are a “bad 
ys you are—we all are. But 
has paid our “fine” — and that 
yer seen it stated’ just this way, 
Perpetual Fine Payer. Yes, 
the iniquity of us all. This 
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that will be gathered that day. 
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has no interest for us Christians aside: from an aca- 
demic one. If you want to know where we will be, 
find 1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17, “That seems too good 
to be true,” as one fellow said. “Yes, and that’s the 
way with the whole Gospel,” was the reply. 


“Wings of Happiness.”—As ye did it unto one... 
even these least, ye did it unto me (v. 40). Uncle 
Billy Watson has been helping a colored preacher who 
is trying to do some work among his own people lately 
poured into Coatesville’s mill district from the South. 
Uncle Billy has just shown me a letter from. the 
preacher which is quite picturesque in language, after 
the genuine colored style.. Listen to this: “Inasmuch 
as you have given to the poor you have loan to the 
Lord and I will pray the Father that the wings of 
your happiness will never lose a feather.” Uncle Billy 
says, “Say, lots of folks are moultin’, eh?” and then he 
adds, “It is worth a bunch of long green to have a de- 
voted colored man praying for your happiness.” There 
will be three classes present at this judgment — Sheep, 
Goats, Brethren. In this judgment there is no resur- 
rection. - Those present will be the living nations. 
Here is where the kind and good-hearted fellow gets 
his reward. You may remember you have always been 
a little worried about him, because he never seemed 
to have any use for religion, and yet was “so lovable” 
in so many ways. Yet, to be perfectly frank with you, 
about all the folks I have ever known who were prison- 
angels, Dorcastonians, cup-bearers, have been those 
who belonged. Because the dentist gives me a: squirt 
of cocaine or some other narcotic when I bring my 
teeth to him, that does not make me a doper. We do 
not call a man a smoker until he gets the habit. Dop- 
ing and smoking are a state pf mind. The fruitage of 
desire. You will never get into the cup-of-cold-water 
class until you are born again. None of the help-the- 
other-fellow things of this chaptér are even dreamed 
of in heathendom — either in Africa, Asia, yes, and in 
America (1 Cor. 2:14; Gal. 5:22). 


Pay Day, Now— and Then.—These shall go away 
into eternal punishment (v. 46). And the professor 
has the “face,’”— yes, “face,” even if it does sound 
slangy, —to stand up .in class and tell a bunch of up- 
to-date American youth that “God is too good to pun- 
ish.” Here I am rolling home from Philly on the 
four-fifty. Right through the most beautiful valley in 
the whole world—dear, lovely, old Chester. What 
a happy trainload we are, flying at forty miles an hour 
through “God’s country,” as we affectionately call it. 
How generous old Mother Nature is to us. Look at 
those bursting barns and bending orchards. Yes, that 
is all very glorious, but just let that fellow up there 
in the tower throw the wrong switch and see what old 
Mr. Gravitation and old Mr. Inertia will do to us as 
we take the siding and pile up at the end of the coal 
yard trestle. There is sure punishment for all viola- 
tors of natural law. If we do not order our life in 


accordance with the workings of the world in which 


we find ourself, we get punished right here and now. 
If we do not order our life in accordance with the 
working of the world from which we came and to 
which we go, we get punished. That ought to be a 
reasonable analogy to any sensible fellow. You act 
the “crab” here, and you are “deviled” over there! 
One of the greatest troubles with lots of young men 
is to get them to believe there is going to be any such 
thing hereafter as stepping up to the Cashier’s desk 
and paying the check. .They live a life of “blowing 
it in,”— both time and opportunities. Then comes 
‘judgment and the “blowing out.” But as was said at 
the beginning, our interest in this lesson is only aca- 
demic. We shall not be there. Our life is locked up 
in Him (John 5: 22-24). 
CoaTesvi1tz, Pa. 
at 


_ Why not precede the regular Sunday evening serv- 
ice by a fifteen or twenty-minute song service? Others 
have done it and found increased attendance and 
interest and ‘better singing, thereby. One of the best 
books for this eg ow is Victorious Life Hymns, 
published by The Sunday School Times Company, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 60 cents a copy, 
or $55 a hundred, in cloth bindiny, and 4o cents a copy, 
or $35 a hundred in manila binding. 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
First Quarter 
1. January 4.—Christ’s Triumphal Entry 
2. January 11.—The Last J Be ocus 28 : 31-46 
‘g- January 18—-The Lord’s Supper: .......... Luke 22: 7-30 
4: January 25—Jesus Comforts His Disciples. John 14 : 1-31 
5: February 1—The Vine and the Branches ..John 15 : 1-27 
6. February 8.—Christ’s Intercessory Prayer. John 17 : 1-2 
7. February 15.—Jesus in Gethsemane ..... Mark. 14 : 32-42 
8. February 22.—Good Citizenship. (Temperance 


--Luke 19: 20-44 
tthew 


35, NAGY ick, cceuciads sndschs caubon bance Romans 13: 1-14 
9. March 1—Christ Before Pilate ........ Matthew 27 : 11-31 
to..March 8—The Saviour on the Cross ....Luke 27 : 33-46 
11:-March 15.—Our Lord’s Resurrection .,.... John 20 : 1-28 


12. March 22.—The Forty Days and the Ascension 


e . ; . Luke 2 : 13-53 
33. March 29.—Closing. Peried..of Christ’s Ministry 
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The Mlustration Round -Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for, each illustration 
peo a hg and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully _a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditic.s means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
pu desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
n § 


While Waiting.—The Son of man shall come in his 
glory (w 31). The subject of the Lord’s return is 
interesting to all classes of men and women, and tens 
of thousands of people believe in a “coming One” very 
soon. A traveler one day reached Bath. The day had 
been very dreary and trying, and at night the heavy 
rain was far from comforting. Having alighted from 
the train, the traveler made for the tramcar stopping 
place. While waiting for the car, he noticed a taxi- 
cab close by. Taking some tracts from his pocket, he 
accosted the driver with the remark, “A wet night,” 
and handed him a tract. “I suppose you get tired of 
waiting for passengers, especially in this weather.” 
The :reply came, “I’m waiting for something else as 
well.” “What?” “I’m waiting for the coming of the 
Lord,” came the joyful remark. The traveler and 
the taxi-driver had delightful fellowship until the tram- 
car appeared to break it. off.—From the Christian Her- 
ald. Sent by J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


Elder Yuan’s Partnership.—Come, ye blessed of 
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you rom 
the foundation of the world (v. 34). Elder Yuan, 
a Chinese laynian active in Christian service, opened 
up a new line of business a few years ago, including 
aniline dye manufacture, and called it “The United- 
With-Heaven Business.” God was made a partner, 
and the following principles were laid down. 

x. One-tenth of all profits to be devoted to extending the 
kingdom of God. 

2. The whole of Elder Yuan’s share to be so used. 

3. No drinking or gambling to be permitted on the 
premises. . 

4. A Gospel meeting to be held every evening. 

5. No business to be done on the Sabbath. 

6. Only earnest Christians to be employed. 


It is not surprising to note that the business pros- 
pered.—From the Life of Faith. Sent by W. Has- 
lam, Blackburn, Lancashire, Eng. 


When the Needy Helped the Needy.—/ was hungry, 
and ye gave me to eat (v. 35). When two or three 
years ago the people of a vast province in China were 
Starving, gifts were sent from practically every nation 
in Christendom. Perhaps ‘the most touching of all 
offerings for the relief of Chinese famine sufferers 
was one of a comparatively small amount — $7, or $8 
from the inmates of a leper colony .in one of .our 
southern states. They voluntarily deprived them- 
selves of a portion of their daily allotment of food 
in order that the cost of their rice pudding might be 
open on rice for the starving children of China.— 

rom the Brooklyn Eagle. Sent by W. J. Hart, D. D., 
Sandy Creek, N. Y. Prize illustration. : 


Who Are Ministering Angels?—/ was sick, and ye 
visited me (v. 36). In the “Life of Florence. Night- 
ingale” we find her asking, “Who are the ministering 
angels? The angels are not they who go about scat- 
tering flowers; any naughty child would like to do 
that, even any rascal. The angels are they who, like 
nurse or ward maid or scavenger, do disgusting work, 
removing injury to health or obstacles to recovery, 
emptying slops, washing patients and so on, for all 
of which they receive no thanks. These are the 
angels.” Her own life is an illustration of the. truth. 
—Sent by J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


Our Brethren.—These my brethren (v. 40). One 
of our China representatives returning to work writes: 
“The -most satisfying moment of my trip was when 
we sailed up the river and the smells of China came 
out four miles to. meet us. Oh, no, I can’t really say 
that the smells were satisfying. It was all the memo- 
ries which came rushing back—a tent packed full 
of farmers listening to an earnest young preacher, a 
group of women gathered around me on a clean, fra- 
grant threshing floor, a church full of students, ting- 
ling and athrob with their young life, and the familiar 
scenes and faces of my T’unghsien home.”—From the 
Sandy Creek News. Sent by W. J, Hart, D.D., 
Sandy Creek, N. Y. , 


Fair Warning.—Depart from me, ye cursed (v. 41). 
On some docks in our great seaboard cities the sign 
may be seen, “Stowaways prosecuted on the other side.” 
Two months’ imprisonment is the penalty. The stow- 
away is a man who has sneaked in and hidden him- 
self to steal a passage across the water. Is it not 
true of all who unrepentant leave these mortal: shorec, 
that they shall be “prosecuted on the other side”?— 
Sent: by J. A, Clark, - Elland, Yorks, Eng. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, | 
we thank thee for thy plain, clear teachings 
upon the great questions that affect our life 
here and hereafter. Thou hast not left us in 
the dark as to thy purposes. Yet we realize 
before ‘thee to-day that some are walking 
in self-chosen darkness, and are foolishly 
imagining that they are in the light. Wilt 
thou enlighten such to-day, if any there be 
among us whose hearts are not turned to 
thee. May we speedily accept thee as our 
Lord and Saviour, and may we not only 
enter into the inheritance \prepared for us 
from the foundation of the world, but lose 
no opportunity to lead others into that same 
inheritance of joy and blessedness. May we 
not fail either in belief or in the work which 
is the fruit of belief as faithful followers of 
thine. And may we be not only ready, but 
eager to spend and be spent. In thy name 
we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Do you remember 
last fall in that football game, the fellow 
who wouldn’t mind the signals, but took 
it into his own head to play his own 
game, and-finally was motioned to get 
out of it, and go over to the side-lines ? 
There are such fellows on the football 
field, and as soon as they are discovered 
they are sent where they belong — back 
to the side-lines. Now just think what 
it would mean to have that disobedience 
and that disappointment multiplied by any 
big figure you care to think of, and then 
see how a fellow would feel as he stands 
in the presence of the Son of man in his 
glory, and is told that he doesn’t belong 
with the friends of the King? If there 
‘ should be a separation here to-day, be- 
tween those who believe the Lord Jesus, 
and trust him, and those who do not, 
where would you be standing—in the 
midst of his faithful followers or over 
on the side-lines; because of your disobe- 
dience and unbelief? That is a solemn 
thought for us to take in right now, and 
there is no middle ground. Any moment 
is a decision moment in this great ques- 
tion, and while we bow our heads will 
you not just now, in these few quiet mo- 
ments, lift your hand and say that to- 
day, right now, is the time when you 
want to take your stand on the side ‘of 
the Lord Jesus? Let us bow our heads 
in silent prayer, — and after a moment or 
two we will ask the pastor to lead us in 
prayer. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


Note by the Editor.—Mrs. Hatton is a Christian 
mother whe has taught children in the public 
achools, has had charge of the children’s societies 
in her own church, and has for years taught both 
children and mothers in the Sunday-school. She 
has noticed the frequent lack of emphasis, in Sun- 
day-school lesson helps, on the Atonement, the 
New Birth, and other deep and precious truths 
that children eagerly receive when given an op- 
portunity. Of a boys’ clase that she teaches she 
writes: “Itis ajoy to see the real interest they 
show in the deep, sweet truths of redemption, 
which I have tried to point out to them in the 


So, one daily that they may be saved. 
Rooke The Sunday School Times will wel- 
come her fresh, spiritual help “For 
Teachers," ts continue every week on the Uni- 
form Lessons. 
E CAN connect this lesson with 
last week’s by showing the class 
that when the King entered the city, he 
went into the Temple; and cleansed it 
with royal authority, calling it his Father’s 
House. While in the Temple, he healed 
the lame and the blind who came to him, 
and lovingly received the worship of lit- 
tle children. 
We should call attention to the con- 
tinued and determined opposition of the 
rulers, and tell that the King, after warn- 
ing them forthe last time, and telling 
them once more of his love, finally -left 
them, and went out into the Mount of 


Olives with his disciples 
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disciples many’ things that would come 
to pass in the world before he “should 
come again and establish his kingdom. 
Then he showed them® some wonderful 
pictures of ‘his ‘coming and his kingdom. 
The lesson for this week is the last of 
this series of pictures. It shows the King 
on his glorious throne, surrounded by his 
flaming attendants, with all the nations 
of the world gathered before him for 
judgment. 
In teaching the lesson we should guard 
against the thought of obtaining salva- 
tion by “doing. good, kind deeds. This is 
not the teaching of the lesson. Let us 
deal ‘very tenderly and truthfully with 
the children here, and show them that in 
order to be really good, and do good, we 
must’ come-to the- King, and ask him to 
pardon our sins and take us into his 
kingdom. Then he will write in our 
— the law of his kingdom, which is 
ove. 
We must try to keep before the class 
the thought of the King —his glory, his 
power, and: his love, and let us remind 
them of his perfect right to our devoted, 
loyal, loving service. 
The King to-day is in the far country, 
waiting for his. kingdom. In his absence, 
he is represented those who believe 
on him, and, if we bo a kind deed to the 
very least of them just because they are 
his followers, he will accept it as if done 
for the King himself. There is a long- 
standing promise of blessing to those who 
show kindness to the King’s own kindred, 
the Jews. It is even thought by many | 
who have ‘looked’ ‘deeply ‘intéo the sub- 
ject, that this is the judgment of the na- 
tions of the ‘world ‘accordi to their 
treatment of the Chosen*Peop! 
But the King still loves the world and 
all of its people, and he will accept and 
reward a kindness shown to any one who 
needs our help. Then let us ask the King 
to open our eyes to see, train our hands 
to serve, ahd touch our ‘hearts to love, 
that we may not miss a single opportun- 
ity of serving our King in his absence, 
and giving his love to the world. 
“Some day he’ll say, ‘I once was hungry; 

Ye fed me from your scanty store; 
I once was naked, outcast, friendless; 

Ye clothed me, helped me, o’er and o’er. 
What though ye little dreamed the sup- 

pliant 

Was I your Saviour and your Lord, 
Come now,*ye blessed of my Father, 

I come to bring you great reward.’ ” 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





Mow the Lesson is Taught This Week 
t. The division of the sheep and the 
goats. 
2.“By their 
them.” ba 
g. The “fruit” of your life? 


fruits ye shall know 











A WOMAN, but recently returned. from 
a sojourn in the Bible lands, in talking 
to a group of girls about the many. side- 
lights. such a first-hand contact ‘with the 
soil gives one on puzzling bits of Scrip- 
ture, said, “For instance, when I saw the 
shepherds dividing the sheep from the 
goats of their flocks, at nightfall, after 
they had been faring together on the 
open nillsides all day, ‘folding’ the sheep 
far more carefully than the goats, from 
the dangers of the darkness, I realized 
for the first time, the force of Jesus’ fig- 
ure of speech in his picture of the judg- 
ment of the nations.. Of course he did 
not stop to explain to his listeners, who 
knew so well, from daily experience or 
observaticn, this habit of the careful shep- 
herds. the application of his figure, but 
we of the West miss the full point of it, 
because nobody has thought to tell us o 
+so ordinary a custom.” . 

a. Faring together all along life’s way 
—the true followers of our Lord Jesus 


with the indifferent and the unbelieving, 


—_ what a division when the one 
shall be safely “folded” into the pres- 
ence of the Father forevermore, and the 


other shut out in the darkness without 
him forevermore! But the eastern shep- 
herd makes his nightly division on other 
grounds than those of the Son of man, 
when he shall come in his glory to gather 
before him all the nations.. It was this 
same Lord who said to beware of wolves 
in sheep’s clothing, and, “by their fruits 
ye shall know them. . . . Not every one 
that sayeth unto me, Lord, Lord” (even 
though they can claim “many mighty 
works” done by his name), but only “he 
that doeth the will of my Father” shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven. Again, 
it was he who said to his critics, the 
priests and Pharisees, “The kingdom of 
God shall be taken away from you, and 
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shall be given to a nation bringing forth 
the fruits thereof.” 


The Lesson Cartoon for This “Week 
“iim the hy od 
Re ‘myers oy 








While in the Mount of Olives he told his 
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“Therefore judge nothing 
before the time, until the 
Lord come, who both will 
bring to light the hidden 
things of darkness, and will 
make manifest the counsels 
of the hearts” 4 Cor. 4:5.- 














3. Did he also ‘say what those “fruits” 
are? How may your girls know whether 
their lives: are thus fruitful or not? It 
is Moffatt who translates that wonderful 
analysis of Paul's, of the~kind of: dove 
that does bear true’ fruit in these ‘words 
every girl can comprehend: . “The” har- 
vest of the Spirit, is loye, joy, peace, good 
temper, kindliness, generosity, ‘fidelity, 
gentleness, self-control.” «Let~ them “test 
their lives by that list! “And thén: by 
this one other test, given by our Master 
before he left us, again according to-Mof- 
fatt, for your girls, “I am the vine, you 
are the branches. He-who remains in 
me, as I in him, bears rich fruit- (because 
apart from me you can do nothing).” If 
she is abiding in him, and his Word abid- 
ing in her, the cup of. cold: water will be 
given because she is Christ’s, the feeding 
and clothing of the poor, the visiting of 
the sick will be done to the least because 
she is his, and so will be done unto him. 


Home Study . 
Read thoughtfully John 15: 1-rt to-find 
the secret of the joy of acceptable’service 
in his name. 
Decatur, Ga, 


we 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“The -great - judgment. morning.” 
“There’s a great day coming.” 
“Rescue the perishing.” 
“Throw. out ‘the life line.” 

“Do something for others.” - 

“Is. my .name written there?” 
“Just as I am.” 

“We've a story to tell.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm. book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,’”’ published. by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“He Remembers Mercy” (197 : 1-3). 
Psalm 98 : 3-9. 
“Holy Is Our God” (199 : 1-3). 
=. -Psalm 99 : 1-g. 
“The Lord Unto His Christ” (222 : 1-3). 
Psalm 110: 1-7. 
“In Beauty of Holiness” (63 : 1-4). 
Psalm 29 : 1-5, 20, X- 
“Over All God Reigns Forever” (300 : 1-3). 
Psalm 146 : 1-10. 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week. 
Beginning: As unto the scoreboard, 
Discussion: It is a good time to dis- 
cuss in detail the whole benevolent pre- 
gram of your church, also - 
ties. But do not fail to bring the mat- 
ter to the immediate neighborhood and 
. the city jail, with its individual and per- 
sonal application. 
Objective: “As unto him.” 











AY, fellows, it is told of one of the 
foremost of the major league pitchers 
1 when he goes into the box, the score- 
ard is instantly fixed before his men- 
tal vision, and in the frame which is to 
hold the record of tthe opposing - bats- 
men, he visualizes a big round “O” —a 
Ror egg,” as we fans call it, With 
1 his -heart and soul and pitching arm 
he pitches-as unto that scoreboard. He 
is said to have declared that it helped 
him to get out of many a bad hole. 
Once with three men on bases and none 
out, he refused to see anything but that 
zero, and sure enough, one by one he cut 
down the three succeeding batsmen, and 
the big “O” was hung up in the enemy’s 





it, fellows. It 


seth! a? 


Matthew’s Gospel, 
that we will have t 
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for January 11 


Lesson 
. Matthew 25 :.31-46-.: 


people seeking to do -him a 
when he was here on earth. 


d turn 
t is sur- 


. Lam © that Joseph of Arimathea who 
i 


gave his body such an honorable burial 
did not honor him in his lifetime when 
he could have received the Master’s smile. 
But, fellows, that is all past. The point 
that interests you and me to-day is “What 
can we do for Jesus?” And it would 
seem to be mighty little we could do for 
him personally, until we get this proph- 
etic vision of the Judgment Day. Then 
the whole matter is- made as clear as a 
bell, Jesus is at once present with us — 
yes, personally— and in the flesh. Ay, 
more than that, he is in need. He is need- 
ing just what you can put out your hand 
and give. Is it not a wonderful situa- 
tion? We have a greater opportunity to 
serve Jesus than Joseph of Arimathea 
had. And the Master has laid it all out 
so plainly that we cannot miss it. Poor 
Joseph — arid Nicodemus — they fumbled 


~around in the dark. You and I can work 
-in_ the broad daylight. 


“Is anybody hungry? Feed him in 
Christ’s name—for Christ’s sake; and 
you ‘do it “as unto him.” - Anybody 
thirsty? Any folks needing clothes? 
Anybody sick? Anybody in prison? Ah, 
how sorely they do need sympathy and 
help! Jesus says when you help the 
least, the poorest, the meanest of these, 
you help him — personally ! 
Think of the scoreboard again, fel- 
lows. Now, as you play this great game 
of life, let your imagination: be keen, 
Jet it be instructed by Jesus himself. 
Visualize him. How he will be pleased! 
What he will say — what he says he will 
say. Never let that scene fade frdm your 
vision — the Master acknowledging, bless- 
ing you. It will help you over many a 
rub. When Selfishness and Pride and 
Malice are on the bases —all three per- 
haps having lined out a hit —threaten- 
ing to pull you down in defeat, get a 
grip on yourself and call back the vision 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jets Telling Bible Stories“ 
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of. Christ, - personally, in suffering ‘hu- 
manity, and play to win—as unto him! 


“When the Great-Scorer comes 
To write against your name, 

He will not write that you ‘won’ or ‘lost,’ 
But how you played the game.” 


Greenszoro, N. C. 
we 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of January 4) 


1. Bethphage is 2 lost site to-day. It may 
liave been a suburban district near Jeru- 
salem. Bethany is still there, a village, a 
Sabbath’s day journey from the city, on the 
slope of Mt, Olivet arid a favorite ‘visiting 


city nearby. 

2. He knew the hour had-come to. fulfil 
Zechariah’s words and exactly ‘how to ful- 
fill them. He also knew the immediate and 
the distant outcome of his fulfilment of it. 


3. The owner’s willing release of the colt 
for the Master’s use when he sent for it. 

4. As a babe he slept in a “borrowed” man- 
ger, as a man he lived in “borrowed” dwell- 
ings, for he “hath not where to lay his head” 
Luke 9:58). In this lesson he “borrowed” 
a colt to ride to what might have been his 
coronation.: The upper room for the last 
supper was “borrowed” and when his friends 
took their Lord’s body down from the cross 
it was placed in a “borrowed” tomb. 

s. Four. 

: 6. Two— Matthew and John. 

gy. (1) In the accurate fulfilment of the 
prophecy in Zechariah 9:9. (2) Jesus’ own 
act, entering in royal state, and his accept- 
ance of the title given that day by the mul- 
titude. 

8 At the passover season Jerusalem was 
crowded with the people of all races and from 
all parts of the known world. Our Lord’s 
reign is to be universal. 

9. Many from Bethany who had recently 
witnessed the raising of Lazarus from the 
grave, and many from Jerusalem, there for 
the feast, who came out to meet the incom- 
ing throng beside his own followers, mostly 
from Galilee. 

10. Matthew tells us that children were still 
singing the same song of praise to the King 
who had come, after Jesus had entered the 
temple. 


place of our Lord’s for rest from the busy | 





11. These were tears of sorrow because he 
knew that the nation, by rejecting him, was 
entering upon 2,000 years of suffering. 

12, John ag ¢-gg. 

13.-Because the-nation could not be charged 
with the crime of rejecting their Messiah 
until they had actually done so. 


14. The highest level a human life can 
reach is to: be-a roadway over which the 
King may travel to his own. 

is. Luke 2:14. In the one peace is “on 
earth,” and in the other it is “in heaven.” 

16, Psalm 24. ¢ 

17. Hosannat Hosanna! .»Hosanna to the 

Sen.; of David! - 
Blessed is the kingdom that cometh, 
The kingdom of our Father, David! 
Blessed is the King that cometh in the 
name of the Lord, 
Even the King of Israel! 
Peace'in heaven and glory in the highest, 
Hosanna in the highest! 

18. John says “the chief priests and of- 
ficers,”but other Gospels say the multitude 
also was instigated by the rulers to call for 
Christ’s death. 

- 19. They never acknowledged his kingship. 

20. He not only refused to silence it (Luke 
19 £30, 40), but he rebuked the priests who 
asked him to rebuke the singing children by 
saying such was “praise to perfection.” (See 
Psa. 8:2, R. V., and Matt. 21 : 14-17.) 

21. By the records they have borne cor- 
roborating statemer.cs in the Bible and which 
have been decifhered by archeologists; by 
their location which has enabled archeologists 
to identify cities and buildings and thus tes- 
tify to the truth of God’s Word. 


‘22. Luke’ 19 : 41-44 tells of his pause on the 
hill overlooking Jerusalem*to weep over its 
refusal of its true “king and its consequent 
coming desolation. ‘ 

23. These “days” are already past. The 
Lord was predicting the destruction of Jeru- 
salem which took place in A. D. 70. 

24. Jesus in ordinary. robes, outer robes 
of others spread on roadway, some on back 
of the ass and her colt. In the picture is 
Jesus seated on the colt, men, women, and 
children waving palms and other leaves, one 
group with Jesus, others meeting him out- 
side the city wall. Pharisees ate attempting 
to halt the shouts of praise, and Jesus. is 
replying by pointing to the stones. 

“2s. See Zechariah 14:4; Isaiah 24:23, it 
will be in a far different manner. 
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Lesson 67. January I1. 








I The Whole Bible Lesson Course 


Issued by the Christian Fundamentals Association 
Confirmation of Decrees. Ezra 6-10 


Golden Text.—The hand of our God is upon all them that seek him, for good; but his 
power and his wrath is against all them that forsake him.—Ezra 8: 22 














-.Lesson Calendar 


’ 
The complete list of *‘ Whole Bible Les- 
sons’’ on the Old Testament, running from 
October 7, 1923 to March 29, 1925, and giv- 
ing lesson titles and Scripture references 
only, may be had from The Sunday School 
Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, PhiJadel- 
phia, at 3 cents a copy, or $2 a hundred. 


Tenth Period—Restoration 
68. Jan. 18.—Nehemiah’s Call ...Nehemiah. 1-3 
69. Jan. 25.—Restoration of Walls of Jeru- 
BOI. <5 ccccivonsdpcspsodeseeacs Nehemiah 4-7 
7o. Feb. 1.—Restoration of the Law 
Nehemiah 8-13 
Supplemental 
71. Feb. 8—Conspiracy of Haman ..Esther 1-4 
72. Feb. 15.—Esther’s Conquest ...Esther 5-12 
73. Feb. 22.—The Word of God ...... Psalm. 119 
74. Mar. 1.—The Vision of the Cross .Isaiah 53 
7s- Mar. 8—Commission -and Command ‘*° 
Oe reer Jonah 1-4 
76. Mar. 15.—Daniel’s Wisdom ...:.Daniel 1, 2 
77- Mar. 22—Message of Malachi ....Mal. 1-4 
7%. Mar. 29:—Habakkuk’s Prayer and Its 
BBRWEP soccciiccacscciccscce ap reese’ Hab. 1-3 


How to Master This Lesson 
By Frank W. Lange 


Registrar of the Evangelical Theological 
College of Dallas, Texas 


Introduction 


t oewertaughs sixty years separate Ezra 
seven and chapter six which properly 
belonged to the last lesson and was 
treated with it. In the interval, occurred 
that terrific crisis of the Jews. of. the 
world of which the book of Esther tells 





(1:1; 8:9). Their marvelous escape, 





doubtless, stirred the indifferent and re- 
sulted in this return-of another party to 
Jerusalem. 

Historical Setting — 

The appearance of Ezra “marks the 
transition from the prophets to the 
scribes.” .The scribes, at. first the pro- 
fessional copiers of Old Testament books, 

ame in time its professional inter- 
preters. Tradition credits the greatest of 
them all, Ezra, with having gathered to- 
gether the Old Testament ks and ar- 
ranged them as they- were in the time 
of Christ (Luke 24: 44). 


Geography 

From the day Ezra left Babylon until 
he arrived at Jerusalem was exactly four 
months (Ezra 7:9). Probably “the river 
of Ahava” was a broad ‘irrigation canal 
some days north of Babylon. From this 
convenient rallying place. (8:15), much 
of the way was through sparsely settled 
regions where there was danger from 
robber bands (comp. 8: 22, 25, 29). 
How to Study this Lesson 

The Leader: (1) His descent (7: 1- 
5); (2) his zeal (7:10); (3) his stand- 
ing (7:25); (4) his. gratitude and 
strength (7:27, 28); (5) his careful- 
ness and persistence (8:15, 17, 18); (6) 
his solicitude for God’s honor (8: 21-23) ; 
(7) his resourcefulness (8:24, 25); (8) 
his -respect.for the Law (9:3); (9) 
oe ner gg with his sinning nation 
9:6, 15). 

Th® Decree : (1) It permitted every 
Jew to return to Jerusalem (7:13); (2) 
made Ezra a special government agent 
for Temple worship (7: 14-20) ; (3) sub- 
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jected government officials to Ezra’s’ or- 
ders (7 : 21-23) ; (4) released Temple min- 
isters from taxation (7:24); (5) en- 
forced Mosaic regulations by law (7: 25, 
26). Truly a most remarkable document. 

Ezra’s Followers : “Went up with me” 
(8:1) indicates his spiritual influence. 
Three of Aaron’s descendants (7:5; 8: 
2) and one of David's royal family will- 
ingly went up but Ezra must insist (8: 
15-20) that Levi’s descendants enlist. 
The real influence (8:18). The faithful 
treasure-bearers (8:24, 25, 33, 34). 
God’s care is recognized (8: 31). 

The Broken Law: A downward road 
again (9: 1,2; comp. Judg. 3: 5-8). The 
obedient are revealed (9: 3, 4). Ezra’sgreat 


| prayer — (1) past iniquity (9:6, 7); (2) 


present mercies (9:8, 9); (3) unchange- 
able law (9: 10-12) ; (4) certain disaster 
(9: 13-15). Apparently, Ezra can see no 
hope, but others can (10: 1-4). 

Separation Restored: (1) Willing 
leaders (10:5); *(2) drastic. decision 
(10:7, 8); (3) quick response (10:9); 
(4) remedy for the added trespass (10: 
10, 11); (5) agreement to a sensible plan 
(10: 12-14); (6) prompt and vigorous 
action (10:15-17). There was a strong 
conviction that all were under “the fierce 
wrath” of God. 


A Record of Shame: More than one 
hundred names, which Ezra had recorded 
in what was, probably, his private record, 
now stand in the Word of as penalty 
and warning, such is Law (comp. Rom. 
4:6-8). The sons of God’s faithful serv- 
ant (Ezra 10:18; comp. 4:3; Hag. 1:1; 
Zech. 3:1) head the list, an example of 
the subtile nature of sin. 


Other Scripture 


Compare with the prayer of Ezra other 
remarkable prayers, as those of Moses 
(Exod. 32: 11-14, 30-32; 33: 12-17); of 
Daniel 
(Hab. 3: 1-19). 


Reference Literature 


Articles on Chronology, Artaxerxes, 
and Ezra in “A Dictionary of the Bible,” 
by John-D. Davis, D.D. (Westminster 
Press, Philadelphia, $4). 

“Manual of Bible History,” by W. G. 
Blaikie, D.D. (Nelson and Sons, New 
York, $1.75). 


“Christian Workers’ Commentary,” by 
James M. Gray, D.D. (The Sunday 
School Times .» Philadelphia, $3). 

Da.ias, TEx. 

* 


For: Intermediate’ Teachers 
By Elizabeth C. Torrey. 


HIS lésson is really a continuation 
of the last; when: we studied the his- 
toric decree made by Cyrus for the Jews 
to return to their own land. We remem- 
ber how eager they were to get back, and 
how the exile had seemed to make them 
appreciate God as they never had before. 
We recall, too, how the efforts of the 
Jews to build a house for Jehovah were 
twice interfered with. Sometimes it 
seems as if good things were always hard 
to do; for almost every noble undertaking 
arouses some who ,try to defeat it. 
But people are especially fortunate if 


‘they “have good rulers to help them in 





their difficulties. The kings of the na- 
tion in control of the Hebrews were won- 
derfully concerned with their welfre. 
Cyrus and Darius seemed to care more 
about the temple of the Jews’ Jehovah 
than many of iheir own kings had! And 
now another ruler, Artaxerxes, came to 
the throne of Persia; and he also séemed 
favorable to the Jews. ton 


This is probably the king in history . 


known as Artaxerxes I, — Longimanus. 
He succeeded Xerxes, who is thought to 
be the Ahasuerus of the book of Esther, 
—which we shall study later. Xerxes 
had succeeded Darius I of our last lesson. 
So now we have six successive kings of 
Persia to put on our chart. These we 
can place in the column left vacant by 
the overthrow of Assyria. “An Egyptian 
Princess” by Ebers, gives a most inter- 
esting idea of the personalities of these 
different rulers. 

This delegation to Jerusalem made pos- 
sible by Artaxerxes was headed by Ezra 
the priest. Ezra had three qualities of 
greatness in a leader,—a godly heritage 


(Dan. 9:3-19), and Habakkuk - 


» ards in the new 
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(Ezra 7: 1-5), ready ability (7:6), and 
personal devotion to God (7:10). In 
earnest effort to prevent difficulties from 
both within and without, he made careful 
provision for the return. Thé king’s di- 
rection was preciously treasured (7: 14) ; 
the priests’ direction was carefully ar- 
ranged (8: 24-30); and Jehovah’s direc- 
tion was prayerfully entreated (8: 21-23). 

And so this group of exiles made a 
safe return to Jerusalem; but just as 
soon as they reached their own land, they 
began to forget God. We can hardly ap- 
preciate to-day what a heinous sin was 
committed by mixed marriages. For race 

urity was essential to race perpetuity. 
‘oreign wives, — foreign customs, — for- 
eign gods,—the story dates back to the 
opening wedge of Solomon. 

At first Ezra was “confounded.” He 
could not believe the report. Then he 
tade his great confession of sin for his 
people. Then he called them to repent- 
ance; and finally he helped them covenant 
to put away their foreign wives. So 
Judah came back again into fayor with 


od, 

A lowering of standards such as’ this is 
often seen in times of prosperity and ease 
and plenty. The early prophets lamented 
Israel’s decline in standards during the 
prosperity of Jeroboam II. The later 
prophets warned Judah of similar danger 
in the day of their deliverance from As- 
syria. The piey leader Ezra warned 
the people of danger in lowering stand- 
reedom of the return 
(8:28). So each age had its “watch- 
men.” “If thow warn the wicked,” says 
Jehovah in Ezekiel (3:19; comp. 33:7- 
9), “and he turn not from his wicked- 
ness, nor from his wicked way, he shall 
die in ‘his iniquity ; but thou hast deliv- 
ered thy soul.” 

In our own day, when standards are 
so often lowered, even by those in posi- 
tions of responsibility, we are. fortunate 
if-we have “watchmen” to check us up; 
to call us to the ideals of our mothers 
and fathers; to remind us as Jesus did, 
that “narrow is the gate, and straitened 
the way, that leadeth unto life”; and that 
the only real freedom. is belief in the Son 
who makes us “free indeed.” 


Dayton, Oxto. 
we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Kate Tarlton 


Sp heted § ood person loves to see a 
beautiful church building erected 
where the Gospel of Jesus Christ is 
preached. But in the days when the Jews 
were rebuilding the temple in Jerusalem, 
there were wicked men who wanted to 
‘ stop the work... They went to the king 
and warned him that the Jews would give 
him trouble, for they did not obey the 


aw. 

Tell briefly the following: The Samar- 
itans’ offer; Zerubbabel’s refusal; letter 
to the king; action of the king; work 
stopped for fourteen years (Ezra 4). 

Phen they had a new king whose 
name was Darius. The Jews were so 
busy making money and building fine 
homes that they seemed to forget about 
building God’s house. So God sent his 

rophets, Haggai and Zechariah to tell 
his people to go to work and build his 
house. Read Haggai 1 and learn God's 
command and see if the Jews obeyed. 

* Yes, they began work on the temple. 
Again the enemies tried to stop them, 
but God warmed the king’s heart and he 
said, “Let the work of this house of 
God alone”; and he issued an order for 
everybody to help build the house. — 

So the temple was furnished, and_it 
took twenty-one years to build it. “For 
every house is builded by some man; but 
he that built all things is God” 5 ee 

4). They “kept the dedication of this 

ouse of God with joy.” Ask how many 
children have atten a dedication serv- 
ice. Sacrifice was offered (Heb. phic 

When God wants to bring his people 
éloser to him he uses a man to call them 
to repentance; and he uses a man who 
loves his Holy Word. 

So raised up Ezra. Who was 
Ezra? He is called “Ezra the priest, 


the scribe of the law of the God of 
heaven.” ° 

During the exile in Babylon, Ezra was 
studying the law of Moses. © During. thase 
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days the book of the law, the Bible, was | 20. August 16.—Satan: His Personality. and 


almost forgotten, They had no printed 
books like our Bibles, They. wrote the 
books’ by hatid. ‘And the different books 
we have now in our.Qld Testament were 
scattered around from place to place. 
Ezra gathered them up and copied them. 

Ezra was a’ tighty“man°of God and 
his’ heart longed for Jerusalem, the city 
of God. He learned the will of God and 
did,it. He longed for his people to know 
God’s Word (Ezra,.7: to). 

Ezra asked the king if he might lead 
a gene | of ‘the: Jews in Babylon up 
to Jerusalem. Ezra 7: 12-26 gives the 
king’s reply. It is beautiful. Note verse 
21. He gave mtich authority to Ezra. 

Ezra_ knew atid told that the great 
King, Jehovah, had put these things: in 
the king’s heart (Ezra 7:27, 28). 

Tell of the camp by the river Ahava. 
It was a long and- perilous journey to 
Jerusalem. So they prayed and: fasted 
and asked God to care for them on their 
journey. 

They arrived safely and delivered their 
treasure for the temple. Then Ezra 
called a great prayer-meeting, for he 
found the Jews were sinning against. God. 
He fell on his face and confessed the 
sins of his people. 

He put himself and people in the hands 
of God (Ezra 9: 15). e led the peo- 
ple to repent and confess their sin. 

Without a study of God’s Word we 
have no. sorrow for sin, no repen 
no confession (2 Chron. 7:12-20). 


Memory Verses 


Cradle Roll: Ezra 7: 10a, “For Ezra 
had prepared his heart.” 


Beginners: Ezra 7: 10a, “For Ezra had 
— his heart to seek the law of the 
ra. 


Primary: Ezra 7: 10, 
Fort Worta, Tex. ° 


The New Whole Bible 
Lesson Course 


HE Lesson ‘Committee of the Chris- 
_4 tian Fundamentals Association met at 
the Philadelphia School of the Bible, 
December 4-6, to prepare a new series of 
lessons in the “Whole Bible Sunday- 
school Course,” which so far extends only 
to March 31, 1925. After prayerful con- 
sideration the course outlined below was 
decided upon, to cover the period from 
April 5 to December 27, 1925. It was 
thought that a course on the Fundamental 
Doctrines, such as is here offered, would 
be particularly acceptable at a time when 
controversy is rife in practically every 
denomination, and when many Christians 
have been confused as to what God’s 
Word really teaches. 

The Lesson Committee hopes to hold 
another meeting early in 1925 for the 
purpose of preparing lessons for 1926 and 
possibly beyond that year. 

The new course for the last nine 
months of i925 is as follows: 

1. April s—The Bible: The Word of God 
(Psa. 19). 

2. April 12—The Bible: Inspired of God (2 
Pet. 1). 

3- April 19.—The Bible: Its Subject and Pur- 
pose (2 Tim. 3). 

4. Aprih 26.—God the Trinity: His Power and 
Deity (Acts ry : 24-31). 

5. May 3.—God the Father (John 8 : 33-44). 

6. May 10—God the Son: His Pre-existence 
(ohn  : 1-18). 

7. May 17.—God the Son: His Incarnation 
(Matt. 1 : 18-25). 

8. May 24.—God the Son: His Substitution- 
ary Sacrifice (Heb. 10 : 1-25). . 

9. May 31. the Son: His Resurrection 
and Ascension (1 Cor. 15 : 1-20). 

10. June 7.—God the Son:. His Priestly Minis- 
try (Heb. 7 : 11-28). 

11. June 14.—God the Son: His Coming for His 
Saints (1 Thess. 4 : 13-18). 

12. June 21—God the Son: His Coming with 
His Saints (Rev. ‘19 : 11-21). 

13. June 28.—Review: (John 14: 1-17). 

14. July 5.—God the Holy Spirit: His Per- 
sonality (John 16 : 7-15). ‘ 

1s. July 12—God the Holy Spirit: His Advent 
(Acts 2 : 1-21). 

16. July 19.—God thé Holy Spirit: The Anoint- 
ing (: John 2: 18-28). 

17. July 26—God the Holy Spirit: His Minis- 
try (Rom. 8: 1-27). € 

18. August 2—Man: His Creation (Gen. 1: 
26-31; 2:7, 28*25). 

19. August 9—Man: His Fall (Gen. 3 : 1-24; 
Rom. § : 12-14). 





Power (Matt. 4 : 1-21). 


21. August 23.—Satan: His- Work and Des- 


22. August 30.—Angels: 


tiny (Eph. 6 : 10-20; Rev. 20 : 1-10). 
Their Nature and 
Ministry. (Heb. 1:1 to 2:4). 


23. Sept. 6—Sin: Its Character and Univer- 


salicy (Jas. 1 : 13-15; Rom. 3 : 10-18), 


24. Sept. 13.—Sin: God’s Remedy for It (Rom, 


25. 


35- 
36. 
37. 


F 
27 
28 
29 
30. 
31 
32 
33 
#4 


_ 3219-31). * 
Sept. 20.—Difference “Between -—Law and 
Gospel (2 Cor. 3). 


. Sept. 27.—Review (Gal. 3). 
. Oct, 4.—Salvation from the. Penalty and 


Guilt of Sin (Rom, 4 : 1-25). 


. Oct; 11.—Salvation from the Power of Sin 


(Rom. 6 : 1-23). 

. Oct. 18.—The Church: Her Membership 
(Eph. 2). 

Oct. 25.—The Church: Her Mission (Acts 
1: 1-11; 15 : 13-18). 

. Nov. 1.—Love (1 Cor, 13). 

. Nov. 8—Prayer (John 15:7; 

1 John 3: 21, 223-§ : 14, 15). 
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. Nov. 1s—Service (1 Thess. 1; Eph. 2 : 10). 


. Nov. 22—Thanksgiving (Eph. 5: 18-21; 
Phil. 4 : 1-20). 

Nov. 29.—Judgment of Believers’ Works 
(1 Cer, 3: 11-15; 2 Cor. 5 : 10; Rev. 4). 
Dec. 6—Judgment of the Nations (Matt. 

25 :-3:-46). ‘* 
Dec. 13-—Judgment of the Wicked (Rev. 
20 : §, 11-15). 


38. Dec: 20.—Eternal State of the Redeemed 


(Rev. 21 : 1-3; 22: 1-5). 


39. Dec, 27.—Review: (Rev. 1). 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





January 


Expressed 
Acts 14:8- 


18. Friendliness as 
through Medical Missions. 
18; Matt. 4 : 23, 24. 


January 25. Our Society’s’ Part in Our De- 


February 1. 


nominational Programme. Rom. 12 ; 3-13. 
(Denominational Day. Beginning Chris- 
tian Endeavor Week.) © 

Christian Endeavor as an Ex- 
pression of Friendliness. Phil. 2 : 1-11. 
(Christian Endeavor Day. Decision Serv- 
ice.) 


February 8 -The Conquest of Selfishness. 


Rom. 15 :1-7; Matt. 16 : 22-27. 


Sunday, January 11 | 
How to Read the Bible Helpfully 
(Psa. 19 : 7-14; Matt. 7 : 24-29) 








Mon.—Read the Bible constantly (Psa. 


r : 1-6). 
Tues.—Read to obey (Rev. 1 : 1-33 22 : 14) 
Wed.—Read to understand (Jude 1-4). 
Thurs.—Read for nourishment (1 Pet. 


2: 1-5). 
Fri.—Read to ponder (Col. 3 : 16, 17). 
Sat.—Read for warning (a Cor, 10 : 1-12). 








Of what value are memorized Bible texts? 
What system do we follow in Bible reading? 


Why? 


What is the most important use of the 
ible? 


HRIST JESUS, in. the wilderness 
teinptation, countered every sugges- 


tion of Satan with “It is written” (Matt. 


4 


:1-7). The only weapon of offense rec- 


ommended for the Christian in Ephesians 


6 is the sword of the Spirit, “which is | 


the Word of God.” 


the attacks of the Evil 


So, if the Christian is to withstand all 
it One, he must 


know the promises and truths of the 
Word. The Psalmist said, “Thy. word 
have I hid in mine heart, that 1 might 
not sin against thee” (Psa. 119: 11). 


When sudden trials or temptations 


come, we may not have opportunity to 
search for some verse to lay hold on. 
It is those that are memorized and by 
the help of the Holy Spirit flash into 
our thoughts that strengthen our faith 


and defeat the enemy. 


For this reason 


any of the many memory tests which 
help to fix in our minds God’s Word 
may be the means of real blessing. 

+ 4 


System and order always more 


efficiency. To read the Bible at tandom 
means. many repetitions and many omis- 
sions. The whole of God’s Word, from 
cover to cover, is profitable for. “doc- 
trine, for reproof, for correction, for. in- 
struction in righteousness” (2 Tim. 3: 
16). Many good helps may now be had 
fer systematic reading of the whole Bible, 


such as J 


- A. Smeeton’s “Once a Year, 
Konitzky’s “Daily Bible Readings,” and 
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“Scripture Portions for Daily Reading,” 
published by the Scripture Union of Lon- 
don. ‘Some of these accomplish the re- 
sult in one_year, others in two, and some 
in five. The simpler of these merely 
give the Scripture references for each 
day’s reading. Some combine with the 
Scripture references comments by well- 
known Bible teachers and students. The 
value of such systematic reading cannot 
be overestimated. 5 

The most important use of the Bible is 
to bring men to a knowledge of God and 
to his plan of sdlvation, and the Chris- 
tian’s study of the Word should always 
be directed toward giving it out. One of 
the —— helps toward fixing in the 
mind and heart God’s Word is to tell 
it out to others. ‘ 

To the believer the Bible is his light 
for the way (Psa. 119: 105), his pro- 
tection (Psa. 91:4), his ( « 8: 
3), and his corrective (2 Tim 3: 16).. It 
tells man all that he knows of. God’s 
love and of the Lord Jesus Christ who 
died for us. 

While commentaries and other. exposi- 


are not dependent upon these for an un- 
derstanding of God’s Word. The Holy 
Spirit was given that he might guide. be- 
lievers into “ali truth” (John 16:13). 

he. key to understanding . ‘ 
a believing, yielded, 
a determination to do his will. 

Education and intellect have their’ true 
place in Bible study, and yet. the tack of 
these need_never be a handicap to -the 
Christian. Many simple-minded believers 





_who have not had the advantages of even 


a common education have come-to a deep 
spiritual understanding of God’s Word 
unexplainable by any, other means than 
child-like faith arid the teaching of the 
Holy Spirit. eT ates 


; . ; ‘ 
Am I storing my memory with the treasures 
of God’s Word? — ee 
Am I fulfilling my Christian _Endeayor 
Pledge by reading the Bible every day, and 
am I getting the full benefit of this by sys- 
tematic reading? ; : 
| Am I making the best use of my Bible 
knowledge by giving it out again at ‘every 
; Opportunity? re x 
% 


ee 
To Prevent Errors tnd Delays 


oe Sunday School Times goes. into 
every state and province in the United 
States and Canada, and into one hundred 
other countries. 

On account of the distant points that 
must be reached by The Sunday School 
Times every week in time for the les- 
son we are obliged.to work three weeks 
ahead in our mechanical departments. _ 

Therefore new and renewal orders and 
changes of address should reach us at 
least three weeks before the date of the 


issue with which they are to take effect, © 


'— four weeks if you live as far away as 
the Pacific Coast, and longer than that 
for foreign countries. . 
What does the number or date signify on 
the mailing label? ; 
_ The date or number shown in the mail- 
ing label indicates when a. subscription 
needs to be renewed. We have been using 
the number. of the weekly issue to indicate 
the issué-with which the renewal is due. 
For example, 52-24 means the 52nd week 
of 1924. But we are now changing that to 
the calendar date of the issue, — Dec. a» 
*24, for example,— as fast as new mail- 
ing stencils are required. (Subscriptions 
are not continued beyond the ren 


scriber. ) 

How to Make a Change of Address - 
When you order the 
new address of a subs 
sure to send us the old #Id nq 
if possible the address | 
copy.- That will enabgtly < 
sobectigtion promptly, gout 1 
change without dela 
three weeks before y 
at the new address. 
Your co-operation 
us to render a still 

ice, and to the Jthe 
with a still smallg wong 
; plag 

the 

















tions of the Bible are often helpful, we . 


God's Word is . 
obedient. heart, and. 
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Lesson for January -11 
Matthew. 25 ¢g3<46°. _ 








: [ Chitdren at Home 


Sambo’s Lesson 
By Mary L. Kempfer 


ERHAPS you will think “Sambo” a 

queer name for a rooster — but that’s 
just what the Sambo of this story was — 
a great big; shiny, black rooster — black 
as any crow, ‘and proud—if ever there 
was a proud rooster, that rooster was 
-Sambo—he strutted about the place 
bold as a peacock, and seems -when he 
wasn’t crowing or showing off, he was 
preening his fine, gld8sy feathers. Per- 
haps he had some just reason for be- 
ing proud, for he was a prize-winning, 
thoroughbred, black game rooster. 

From the time Sambo was a fluffy 
black chick he showed signs of boldness, 
arid it wasn’t long until he developed 


into a real little fighter, and by the time] gr 


he was big enough to crow he attacked 
almost any and everything about the big 
farm, and came out winner, too. Tabby, 
the big maltese cat was afraid of him, 
and even the collie’ dog always kept 
his distance from the big fighting rooster. 

But one day there came a new addition 
to the poultry yard, and Sambo looked 

with dismay ‘at the néwcomer—a big, 
bronze colored bird. Of course, Sambo 

“gésented this newcomer, and instantly his 
fighting blood was up. 

’ “Cock-a-doodle-doo !” Sambo challenged 
boldly, as he showed his fighting spurs. 
But he almost lost his balance on the 
fence when he heard the loud’ “Gobble- 
obble-obble” in return, and the big gob- 
bler puffed up his feathers until he was 
twice as big, and his red face became 
redder and redder, making him look very 
fierce and terrible, indeed. 

Sambo hesitated about attacking this 
savage-looking creature, but finally, de- 
termined not to let any other bird or 
animal be boss of the farmyard, he made 
a fierce rush at the gobbler—and then 
he had the surprise of his life, for in- 
stead of returning the attack in the man- 
ner that other roosters had done, this big 
bird gave Sambo a swipe with his strong 
wing that sent the rooster wheeling over. 
Too surprised to recover himself at once, 
Sambo watched the big bronze gobbler 
strut off in a slow, dignified way, as if 
to say: “Now, who’s IT?” —and then 

Sambo picked himself up and walked 
away_in much the same manner a whip- 
ped deg might do. 

“You're the fightin’est thing I ever 
saw, Sambo,” laughed Jimmy Duncan, 
who had been watching the contest be- 
tween the gobbler and the rooster, “but I 
guess for once you've thet your match — 
and maybe learned. a lesson, too,” 

And strange as it may seem, Jimmy 
ae aright, for never again did 

ambo offer to fight the big gobbler; but 
strangest of all, these two big feathered 
champions became quite chummy — and 
somehow, from that day forth, Sambo 
lost all desire for fighting. 


BEAVER SPRINGS, Pa, 
3 


A Day of Need—and 
a Call to Prayer 


66°P HIS day is a day of trouble, and of 

- rebuke, and blasphemy ; for the chil- 
dren. are come to the birth, and there is 
not os to bring forth” (2 Kings 
19: 3). 

“If my. people which are called by my 
name, shal mble themselves, and pray, 
and se e€, and turn from their 
en I will hear from 
forgive their sin, and 
d” (2 Chron. 7:14). 
great need for a spir- 
apparent to Christians, 
s throughout the land. 
sweep of lawlessness, 
ontempt of author- 
eed, while a spirit 
ness, and creeping- 
down upon the 


Lord, to work: 
d thy law” (Psa. 
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119: 126). Apostasies and errors of all 
kinds have held mighty sway. But still 
God is sovereign. Forever his word.is 
“settled in heaven,” and “his faithfulness 
is unto all generations.” 

A few months ago the Lord seemed to 
lay it upon certain of his servants to call 
for a “three-days’ prayer gathering” at 
the close of December to intercede for 
revival of the Church, this to be in addi- 
tion to the great number of Watch Night 
meetings which would be held for the 
same purpose. But it was hardly. ex- 
pected that such a gathering would draw 
a large. attendance — possibly two  hun- 
dred or so at the most. Then a Phila- 
delphia pastor, Orson R. Palmer, sug- 
gested that instead of one meeting it 
might be well to ask the Lord and his 
people as to a larger number. This was 
done, and up to the present time over 
three hundred group meetings of three 
days each are promised, and the number 
will probably reach five hundred. In Wash- 
ington, D. C., alone, it is expected that 
there will be. as many as a hundred 


oups. 

But let us not see numbers! Rather 
let us see to it that the conditions of pre- 
vailing prayer. are met, for then assuredly 
in ’s own time the answer will come 
— “great and mighty things” for both 
the Church and the world that now we 
“know not.” 

In utter dependence upon God, acknowl- 
edging the futility of fleshly activities, 
and man-made methods, let us humbly 
entreat the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and our God and Father, 
to visit his blood-bought: Church with a 
gracious quickening of the Holy Spirit 
in world-wide revival power. 

Solemnly crucial are these closing days 
of 1924! Let no man, be he leader or 
otherwise, presume to take glory to him- 
self. d’s people will but keep their 
eyes unto him, not séeing or turning to 
any human leader or movement, may he 
not be pleased to grant to the Church the 
greatest revival and the greatest period 
of evangelization the world has ever 
known? Surely he will “rend the heavens 
and come down,” and “the glory of the 
Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall 
one ad together.” Hallelujah in the high- 
es 
_ There will be prayer groups gatherin 
in Philadelphia and vicinity at the fol. 
lowing places Monday and Tuesday after- 
noons and in some of these places Wed- 
nesday afternoon also. 


Bethesda Baptist 
Streets, 3 P. M 

Weston Memorial Baptist Church, Fifty- 
eighth and Thompson Streets, 3 P. M. 

Tioga Presbyterian Church, Sixteenth and 
Tioga Streets, 3 P. M 


Church, Fifth and Venango 


4 ra Tabernacle, £140 Walnut Street, 2 


St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Thirty-sixth Street above Federal, Cam- 
eden, N. J., 3 P. M. , 

Berachah Church, Twenty-ninth Street be- 
low Dauphin, 3 FP. M. . 

Emmanuel Reformed Church, Baring and 
Thirty-eighth Streets, 3 P. M. 

Maranatha Tabernacle, Darby, Pa., 3 P. M. 

Baptist Church, Crum Lynne, Pa., 3 P. M. 

4a1 Waverly Road, Glenside, Pa., ‘3 P. M. 

Room 802, 1114 Chestnut Street, for business 
men, 4 P. 4 na 
oom 802, 1114 Chestnut Street, for business 
men and women, 6.30 P. M. 

Sharon Hill M. E. Church, Sharon Hill, Pa. 

ee Assembly, 2825 Frankford Avenue, 
3°P. M. :. 

The Parish House of the Market Square 
Presbyterian Church, Germantown, 3 P. M. 

Spruce Street Baptist Church, Fiftieth and 
Spruce Streets 3 P. M. 

The Sunday School Times Office, 1031 Walnut 
Street, 5 P. M. 

1s Prospect. Avenue, Moorestown, N. J., 2.30 
P. M., Women’s Group. 

15 Prospect Avenue, Moorestown, N. J., 4 
P. M., Young People’s Group. 

312 ros Park Avenue. Haddonfield, N. J., 3 


United Gatherings of the different 
Philadelphia Prayer Groups will be held 
in the. auditorium of the Schaff Building, 
1505 Race Street; on Monday evening, 
December 29, and Tuesday evening, De- 
cember 30, at 8 P. M. 

Interested friends are asked to form 
— Prayer Groups as the Lord may 
ea 

Watch Night services will be held in 


various churches, with special emphasis 





placed on prayer for revival. 


Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother. Ruth 








Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday Scheol Times, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philade 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if 
questions are too personal for an answer 
in these columns, Mother Ruth will be 
glad to reply individually if possible, if 
return postage is enclosed, - 


Dear Mother Ruth: Your letters are so 
helpful to me that I am taking the liberty 
of coming to you myself, ; 

My highest ambition’ from the time I was 
a child was to be a sincere Christian. At 
the age of eighteen this was realized, and I 
gave my whole heart to God: I have been 
teaching in the Sunday-school ever since, 
except when ill, health made it impossible. 
I am still teaching, in spite of broken down 
health. . : 

I taught when physically. unfit, when dis- 
couraged almost to the point of quitting my 
post, without’ a word of encouragement from 
those from whom I wanted it so badly. Sev- 
eral times when I seemed to have reached 
the end of my endurance, .a. little child was 
used to keep me there. I thought if I only 
could look ahead” and know some one is 
leading a Christian life because of my teach- 
ing, how much easier it would be! 

I had the Word of God that, “My word 
shall net return unto me void.’ I believed 
he wanted me thére; so I just clung to that 
promise, and went on teaching, and now have 
a class of older pupils. 

One thing has caused me much concern. 
If some one were to ask me how many 
souls I had led to Christ, I couldn’t point 
to one! There aré thosé’ who would doubt 
my “sincérity,‘as I. have heard. it: said that 
no one was a real Christian unless he had 
led some one else to Christ. . 

How much easier it would be for me, how 
much less faith it would require if I could 
only see some visible results of my labor! 
Because I can*t, does it necessarily mean 
that I have failed? Isn’t it just possible 
that he has been testing and preparing me 
for something that needs faith which can 
work a lifetime if necessary without any re- 
ward here? I would be glad to have your 
opinion.—TROUBLED. 


EAR TROUBLED TEACHER: Do 

you know you are to receive “a 
crown 6f life” for being faithful? Who 
are we that we can judge who brings a 
soul to Christ, and that our efforts are 
alone the influence$ that win that soul for 
Christ ? 
spend and be spent,” and the results are 
not for us to decide. That is God’s and 
at his right hand will sit our Mediator 
Jesus Christ, and he will speak for us. 

It is an interesting study to know how 
many influences the Holy Spirit uses to 
win folks to Christ. A hymn sung, a 
sermon, preached, a life lived, prayers 
prayed, the hearing of the Bible read, a 
little sowing here and a little there, - all 
go to draw a soul to Him. How few 
teachers can estimate the teaching of the 
Word in the Sunday-school: We are 
to “sow beside all waters,”. and in Mat- 
thew 13, you remember the sower went 
forth and sowed in good soil, and stones, 
and thorns, and the harvest is not until 
the Harvester comes! Let us therefore 
sow with joy, knowing he will return! 
The main question is, are we faithful? 
Are we doing all that he asks of us? 
Then trust him for-the increase! 

Take your eyes off of your works, and 
kngw that everything that:is accomplished 
is “not by might, nor by power, but by 
my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts” (Zech. 
4:6). God only is anything in Christian 
service. Read 1 Corinthians 3:6, and you 
will see that God alone gives the increase! 
Don’t be weary in well doing, for the 
promise is sure, you shall “reap in due 
season”! Rejoice that he lays his hand 
on you and calls you to service, and if 
the devil gives you a tug of war now and 
again, don’t let that upset you, your 
Captain is near, there is nothing to fear, 
the end will’ be our time for -the glad 
Hallelujahs! We can afford not.to know 
everything now, for by and by we shall 
soar -above the tribulations which beset 
us here, and coming up out of them, we 
shall be amazed to know how God has 
honored the seed he gave us to plant! 
Only be faithful, and trust your Heavenly 
Father so truly that “you won't let the 





devil give you one question that you will 


“ell 


ask. Crush them out of your mind, and 
work on and bathe your work with tears 
and peaxer®. so that you will jointly with 
Jesus rist intercede for the fruitage 
for the kingdom of God. 











RPE ON ana 
HELPS NATURE 


Many make greater inroads 
on their vital-forces than 
they should. 


9 4 - 
Scott's Emulsion 
gives the lift that Nature 
n and seldom fails to 
nourish and tone-up the run- 


down system. Take Scott’s! | 
Scott & Bowne, Bloomfield. NJ. 24-40 
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Oh, no; we must “go labor on,, 
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It Solves : 
The Problem 


Who has not searched vainly at 
times for just the book to meet some 
specific need? Our 1925 SPECIAL 

, REFERENCE GUIDE will solve 
the problem, as it lists over 3,000 
titles of the best in Sound Christian 
Literature, and all by subject. , 

Write for yours at once. 
Address Service Dept. 
EVANGELICAL PUBLISHERS 
858-860 College Ave., Toronto, Canada. 
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CARRY IT ALWAYS WITH YOU} 
DR. R. A. TORREY’S 


Gist of the Lesson 


RES 
taternat S. S. Lesson Text in Full; Full Ex, 
ition; Important Words and Phrases Empha- 
Version N mw ties and Pieces t Poaret 
Mecting Topics.etc. Flexible Binding, 3S¢ postpaid, 
@& S@. REVELL ©O., 156 Fifth Ave.. N. ¥.; 17 N. Webssh Ave., ( 








Best materials. Finest 


ALUMINUM or SILVER PLA’ 

pele, Bend for tires’ 
OMMUNI AVIC Oo. 

Fee UAL Sos Chestnut Streets Phisdciphias Pes 








Ge Sanday School Cines 


Philadelphia, December 27, 1924 





Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 
postage. 
$1 50 Five or more copies, either to 

e separate addresses or in a 


package to one address, $1.50 each, per 


year. 


$2.00 


per year. 


One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
go cents each for foreign postage. That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package 
to one address, $2 each per year. 

The paper is not sent to any subscriber 
PB the time paid for, except by spe- 
cial request. 

The Sunday School Times 


Co., Publishers, 
1631 Walnut Street, Philadelph 


ia, Pa. 








‘Select Notes 


By AMOS R.WELLS t.D 


ams WORD OF TH CHS 
Benes se ye gi Cross to inn 
ited age og San for pore 
“times. sociate oO} fre keane, alter wrest: 
Gooden 
Artin Harv, 
og ak ty «sth of on hy 
Poa in Tatonee p By O. R. 
Rice 


" Rees opie ) Webel” 


- Price, $1.00 a year. 
— GOSPEL PRESS, . Box 680, CLEVELAND, O#10. 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS 


Head’s S. §. Record 5X5 frexsunex 
For 27 Classes, $1.50; i tcomteas 


Head’s S. S. Class Books 


Simple, Seeenving, Gives a perfect reed af entire 
hi Y. THEM THIs YE 


A returnable sample copy of both books tee jor 
examination on request. 


€. H. REVELL COMPANY, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


WHERE 
CHRIST IS NOT NAMED 


A native Christian in such a olka: 
can ates supported for $1.00 or more a 
aw 











Is this your opportunity to ‘Go Ye’? 
Literature free from 
NATIVE: PREACHER CO., (Interdenominational) 
2007 Foster Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


ANNUITY BONDS |: 


Full information will be forwarded with- 
out obligation. ‘Write for booklet 16 A. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


BIBLE HOUSE NEW YORK 


MAKE MONEY 
AT HOME 


you can ¢arn money at home in your spare 

time making sow cards. © canvassing 
or soliciting. e show you how, supply you 
work at home no matter where you live and 
pay you cash for all work done, “Pull par- 
ticulars and booklet free, Write today. 


AMERICAN SHOW CARD SYSTEM LIMITED 
266 Adams Building Toronte, Canada 




















CONSECRATED YOUNG LADY, Gravvars, Los 


ANGELES BLE 
InstrrutTs, desires position as PIPE ORGANIST, BIBLE 
TEACHER and CHRISTIAN WORKER with ptearneny a 
ists. RACHEL C. WOOD, Steamboat Springs, C 


READ THE BIBLE THROUGH IN 1925 


Simple, definite plan. Send 10c to MISS KONITZKY, 
agt6 BRLcavieu AvenveE, Baltimore, Md. 








In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
tie will oblige the publishers, as ue ee 
he advertiser, by_ stating that you sa a the 

advertisement in The Sunday 
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By the Director. of the 


For Family | 





ings on the 
School Lessons, issued by the : 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


Dr. Torrey’s Ringing Appeal 


HE aoe issue for 1924 of Dr. W.B. 
Riley’s sp lendid quarterly, “Christian 
Fundamentals in School and Church,” 
contains one of the year’s most erful 
a and for prayer for: revi of 
hurch—a five-page article, which, “ 
reproduced in tract form and widely cir- 
culated, wouki go far towards stirring 
the Church out of its lethargy. “Yes,” 
says Dr, Torrey, “the great need of ‘the 
Church is revival. Shall we have it? We 
may have it. God is a God of revival, 
and God is ready to send a revival when 
we feel the need of it, as we ought, when 
we get to praying for it as we: ought, 
and when we meet the conditions of pre- 
vailing prayer. Prayer could work as 
‘marvelous results to-day as it ever could 
if. the Church would only betake itself 
to prayer, to real, believing, prevailing 
prayer. 
Let us ‘take these words much to heart 
during these days of° universal intercges- 
sion. 


January 5 to 11 
Mon.-~Matthew 25 ; 31-4, 
The Last Judgment. 

As pointed out week before last, this 
judgment of the living nations at the 
coming of Christ in glory is only one of 
some sever acirions judgments, of which 
“the last” will 
white throne” (Rev. 20: 11-13). 
learn to distinguish the thin 
God’s. Word -clearly distinguishes. 
Scofield’s note, Revelation 20: 12.) 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: During this 
“Week of Prayer,” let us remember. (as 
declared by the World's Evangelical Al- 
liance, London, Eng.) that “never was 
there "deeper need for penitence. As in- 
dividuals, as nations, and as a Church, we 
have failed é in our duty. + +e Only God can 
help us. Let us a: 


Tues.—Romans 2 
The Sess of Divine Judgment. 
Do Paul's charges (chaps. 1 and 2) 
hold against America? Let the National 
Council. of the. Protestant Episco . 
Church make reply: “Sunday is'a day to 
extra sleep, motoring, . .. comic ps Bad 
ments, If American children are not 
taught of God, . . . what can we expect 
but .at this moment the United States is 
pet nay developing into a non-Christian 
nation 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: 
throughout the week the suggestions he 
the World’s Alliance, pray for the Churc 
rm A for the unity of the body of 
for courage to rise above old 
Fathers and venture out into the great 
will of God. Prey. that the Church may 
become a more effectual witness. 


Wed.—John § : 21-29, Judgment by the Son, 


Heart acceptance of Christ, that receiv- 
ing and believing acceptance (Jahn 1: 
12, 13) which results in regeneration, is 
the one condition of obtaining eternal 
life and escaping the judgment of the 
impenitent (Rev. 20: 11-15). -Neverthe- 
less believers “must all stand before the 
judgment seat of Christ,” that their works 
may . judged (2 Cor. 5:10; 1 Cor. 3: 
11-15 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for nations 
and their rulers; for the establishment of 
@ more righteous and friendly interna- 
tional life; for peaceful seeihads of set- 
tling international disputes; for the rais- 
ing up of righteous rulers; for the com- 
ing of the kingdom of Christ. 

Thurs.—Acts 17 : 24-31. 
The Certainty of Judgment. 

Every judgment ordained of God. is 
fixed and certain: tf aon Page 


es 


Let us 
which 
(See 


Following | 


(Lesson for Jan, 11) 


11: é ) jin thie ie andthe. orks 
are fo 


“before the “judgment 
seat” of Christ 


Prayer Succrstions: Pray tor all. 
home and foreign. missions. that, 
men and women money BY Sg 

at the feet of Christ in adequate ineocaed 
for the fulfilment of the-duty of this gen- 
eration, Let us confess with sorrow the 
og vidbagua and ignorance of the Church 
at home. 


Fri.—2 Corinthians 5 : 5-10. 
Awaiting the Judgment with Courage. 
The obedient believer, who has con- 
fessed and away every known sin and 
who. is wa “in the light” in humble 
fot Sv wi his ¥ bed A the only marr 
who is “always corifident,” having no fear 
of susling. judgment. His hope and 
cour € built; not.on himself, but “on 
jesus blood and righteousness. n 


Prater Succestions: Pray for our 
homes, our schools, our colleges, and for 
all our young people and their instructors. 
Pray or the réstoration and preserva- 
tion Of the family altar; for a wiser Sun- 
day-school leadership; ‘and that our edu- 
cational institutions may establish and not 
destroy the faith of their students. 


.Sat.—Jude. 11-22. Examples of Judgment. 


The religious but- ungodly Cains, re- 





ting redemption by blood ;: Y tie religious 
i ungodly Romaen. “blind to the tenes 


that of the. “great |} 


chee ar 


morality othe Cron” {Seal he 
Sacaadwts ‘uncalled of God, into hol 
fices, these all are fit subjects of 
judgment, Never more 


of- 
ivine 
toe- ‘ 


e laid | day was such a warning! 


Prayer Suecesrions: for the 
Jews, that they may realize Bae the so- 
lution of the race problem is in Christ, 
and that Christians may make a realiz- 
ation easy and not dificult. Pray that 
the Bible, the ah day, and the sacra- 
ments _ may loved and preserved 
throughout C riskondow. 


Sun.—Ecclesiastes 12 : 1-8, 13, 14. 
The Whole 


Whole Duty of Man. 
If. only Sig agi and youth of our 
land could but I otl be t the sow- 
ing of childhood wi reaping of 
later years, and that. the during 
youth will be the structure that must be 
occupied through. lifel~ “God is not 
mocked.” Mighty as is his-redeeming 
and transforming Brace, it does not 
wholly obliterate sin’s hideous scars. Par- 
ents, take heed 
Prayer Succestions: Prais: God for 
more universal observance of Watch 
Night and the Week of Preyer than in 
many. years past. Pray for every revival 
or evangelistic canipaign yowes out of 
these’ meetings. _ Praise for every 
spiritual advance during 1924, and pray 
for far greater advances one 1925. 


JUST ONE MINUTE 


of your time while you are making those New Year resolutions, 


closing and the new one about to 
Open, you are doubtless looking-back to the accomplishments and fail- 
ures of the past year, and looking forward with the earnest Purpose 
of making a better record during 1925, by God’s grace. 


Right now, as the old year is 


As a Christian your thoughts are not only concerning the material 
prospects of the coming year, but you are resolving to increase your 
influence for good and to project yourself more than ever before into 
those things which will count for Christ. 


That is why we have asked for just a minute of your time, so 
‘that we might draw your attention to a form of investment which 
will not only help you, but also the cause of the Masten. We have 
reference to the Life Annuity Contracts issued by the Institute for any 
amounts, be they odd or even, of $100.00 and up. An annuity of from 
+4 to 11 percent is paid according to the age of the annuitant. 


Let us send you our bulletin, “Pertinent Points on Life Annuity 
Contracts,” and tell you more about them. Be sure to give your birth- 
date when writing, .so we can quote a rate. 


- The Moody Bible Institute 


Box S$S12, 153 Institute Place, - - - 


Chicago, Ill. 
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Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: 

no other I like as well.” Sanalle espe res: 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue; New York 
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